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A 
CRE LEM 


TO THE 


DEIST $&c 


; Gentlemen, 


F I am not miſtaken, the reaſon you 
| give for your Renouncing that Re- 
ligion, ye were baptized into, and 

is the Religion of the Country in which 
ye were born, is, That the Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt is an Impoſture : An Aſlertion that 
I tremble to repeat. But whether that 
Goſpel be right, or ye are in the right 
that deny it, will appear from the Con- 
ſideration of the Nature of an /mpoſture ; 
and from the Life of that moſt infamous 
Impoſtor (whom we, as well as you, zc- 
knowledge to be ſuch) which I have be- 
fore given you the exact Picture of. And 
if you can find any one lineament of it, 
any one line of all its filthy features in 
the whole Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, I durſt 
ſay (fo ſure I am ot the contrary ) - 
2 or 
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for the ſake hereof I will give you al| 
you contend for, and yield you up the 
whole Cauſe. And therefore, that weſt 15 
may thoroughly examine the Matter, 1 H 
will lay down, in the firſt place, Wha Þ * 
an Impoſture is; 2dly. What are the in-f ® 
ſeparable Marks and CharaQters of it;Þ * 
And, 3dly. That none of theſe Mark} *< 
can belong to the Goſpe! of Jeſus Chriſt ki 
And when I have done this, 1 hope I ſhall 
convince all ſuch of you, who have na} © 
totally abandoned your ſelves to your In- t 
fidelity, That the Goſpel! of Feſus Chriſt ( 
is that ſacred Truth of God, which youſt * 
are all bound to believe. A 


a 
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What an Impoſture ts. - 

—2 

AN Impoſture, taking the word in the þ ſ 
full latitude of its Ggnification, may | * 
denote any lye or cheat, whereby on:Þ Þ 
Man impoſeth upon another. But it s| © 
molt frequently uſed to expreſs ſuch cheats / 
as are impoſed on us by thoſe who come | 


with falſe charatters of themſelves, pre- 
tending to be what they are not in order 
t0 
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to delude and deceive. And when this 
charafter, which is thus falſely aſſumed, 
is no leſs than a pretended Embaſſy from 
Heaven, and under the credit of it a New 
Religion is delivered to the World as co- 
ming from God, which is nothing ele but 
a Forgery, invented by the firi: Propaga- 
tors of ir, to impoſe a cheat upon man- 
kind, it amounts to be an mpeſture in 
that ſenſe, in which you would have the 
Goſpel of Feſus Chriſt ro be ſuch. And in 
this ſenſe it is to be underſtood in the 
Controverlie between us ; fo that the 
whole Queſtion which we are to examine 
into, is, Whether the Chriſt:an Religion be 
a Truth really given unto us by divine 
Revelation from God our Creatour, or elſe 
a meer humane invention, contrived by 
the firſt Propagators of it, to impoſe a 
cheat upon mankind. And when I have 
fully diſproved the latter part of this Que- 
ſtion, that the Chriſtian Religion cannot be 
ſuch an invention, contrived to cheat and 
impoſe upon us, that will ſufficiently 
prove the former, that it muſt be that 
divine Truth, which all we that are Chri- 
ſtians firmly believe it to be. 

That it is poſſible ſuch a cheat may 
be impoſed upon Men, cannot be denied. 
It is ſufficiently proved in the foregoing 


A3 Hiſtory, 
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Hiſtory, which is a very full inſlance of 
it; and[I have laid it before you for this 
very purpoſe, that you may therein ſee 
clearly delineated and diſplayed in all its 
proper colours the who!e nature of the 
thing, which you charge our holy Reli- 
gion with. All that I contend for, is, 
That if Chriſtianity be ſuch an Impoſture, 
as we all acknowledge the Religion of 
Mahomet to be, it mult be juſt ſuch ano- 
ther thing as that is, with all the ſame 
Marks, CharaQters, and Properties of an 
Impeſture belonging thereto ; and that if 
none of thoſe Marks, CharaQters, or Pro- 
perties can be diſcovered in it, it muſt 
be a clear eviction of the whole charge; 
and maniteſtly prove, That our holy Re- 
ligion cannot be that thing, which you 
would have it to be. For our only way 
of knowing things, is by their Marks and 
Properties; and it is by them only that 
we can diſcover what the nature of them 
is. It is only by the Marks and Proper- 
ties of a Man, that we know a Man trom 
another living Creature; for we cannot 
ſee the Eſſences of things. And ſo it muſt 
be only by the Marks and Properties of 
an Impoſture, that we can know an Im- 
poſture trom that which is a real truth, 


when atteſted unto us. And as where we 
find 
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find none of the Marks and Properties of 
a Man, we afluredly know that cannot 
be a Man, how much ſoever any one may 
tell us that it is: So where we find none 
of the Marks and Properties of an /mpo- 
fture, we may aſluredly know that can- 
not be an Impoſture, how much ſoever 
you, or any other like you, may aſſert it 
{o to be. 

Now the Marks and Charafters which 
I look on to be inſeparable from every 
ſuch mpoſture, are theſe following : 
1. That it muſt always have for its end 
ſome carnal intereſt. 2. That it can 
have none but wicked Men for the Au- 
thors of it. 3. That both theſe muſt 
neceſſarily appear in the very contexture 
of the Impoſture it ſelf. 4. That it can 
never be ſo framed, but that it muſt con- 
tain ſome palpable falſities, which will 
diſcover the falſity of all the reſt. 5. That 
where-ever it is firſt propagated, it mult 
be done by craft and fraud. 6. That when 
entruſted with many conſpirators, it can 
never be long concealed: And, 7. That 
it can never be eſtabliſhed, unleſs backed 
with force and violence. That all theſe 
muſt belong to every /mpoſture, and all 
particularly did fo to Mahometiſm; and 
that none of them can be charged upon 
A 4 Chri- 
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Chriſtianity, is what I ſhall now proceed 
to ſhew you of each of them in their 
order. 


$SECT. IL 


I. That every /mpoſture muſt have for 
its end ſome carnal intereſt, is a thing 
ſo plain and evident, that I ſuppoſe it 
will not need much proof. For to im- 
poſe a cheat upon mankind, and in a 
matter of that great importance, as all 
- that have any Religion hold that to be, 
is a thing of that difficulty to compals, 
and of that danger to attempt, that it 
cannot be conceived, why any one ſhould 
put himſelf upon ſuch a deſign, that doth 
not propoſe ſome very. valuable advan- 
tage to himſelf in the ſucceſs. To cheat 
one Man is not always fo eaſie a matter, 
or is it without its miſchiefs and incon- 
veniences -in the diſcovery. But to en- 
terprize a cheat upon all mankind, and 
in a thing of that importance, as the in- 
troducing of a New Religion, and the abo- 
liſhing of the Old one (to which ſo many, 
both by cuſtom and education will be 
always zealouſly afteted, be it what it 
will) muſt bean undertaking of the grea- 
teſt - difficulty and hazard imaginable. 
For 
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For whoever engageth himſelf in fuch a 
plot of Impoſture, muſt unavoidably meet 
with many ſtrong oppoſitions to ſtruggle 
with in the management of it, which will 
continually put his thoughts upon tne 
rack to find out devices to ſurmount 
them, and his body to inceſſant pains and 
labour to bring them into Execution ; and 
for the effeRing hereof, he muſt have ſome 
confidents to atliſt him, ſome to help tor- 
ward the deſign, whom he muſt truſt with 
the ſecret of it ; and the more he hath of 
ſuch, the more he hazards all to a diſco- 
very. And all this while his mind will 
be filld with anxious cares, and his 
thoughts diſtracted with many uneaſie 
and affrighting apprehenfions (as is uſual 
with Men on wicked deſigns) about the 
ſucceſs, and every failure will expoſe 
him to that terrible revenge from thoſe 
he attempts to delude, as ſuch a villainy, 
whenever detected, moſt juſtly deſerves. 
This was Mahomet's cale all the whi'e he 
was propagating his /mpoſture at Mecca, 
and fo it muſt be of every other ſuch 
Impoſtor allo. And when a man puts 
himſelf upon all this, the nature of the 
thing manifeſtly leads us to conclude, he 
muſt propoſe ſomething to himſelf here- 
by which may make him amends for all 
10 
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in the reſult. For when ſo much is put 
to hazard, men do not uſe to do it for 
nothing. There muſt always be ſome 
great intereſt in the bottom of ſuch a 
deſign, ſomething that the undertaker 
values at a more than ordinary rate to 
make him engage on ſo exceeding diff- 
cult and dangerous an enterpriſe. For 
where-ever the venture is great, it muſt be 
taken for granted there is an end propo- 
ſed, which in the eſtimation of the ven- 
turer is equivalent thereto. What it was 
that put Mahomet on his Impoſture the 
foregoing Hiſtory of his life ſufficiently 
ſhews, it was his ambition and his luſt, 
To have the ſoveraignty over his Country 
to gratify his ambition, and as many wo- 
men as he pleaſed to fatiate his luit was 
what he aimed at, and to gain himſelf a 
party for the compaſling of this was the 
grand deſign of that new Religion which 
he invented, and the whole end and rea» 
ſon of his impoſing it on thoſe he delu- 
ded thereinto. And whoever purſues the 
like method muſt certainly have ſome 
ſuch end in it, it being totally incredible 
that any one ſhould take upon him the 
trouble, fatigue and danger of carrying on 
ſuch a cheat only for cheating ſake. But 
here we challenge all the enemies of that 
holy 
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holy Religion which we profeſs, to find out 
any thing like this in the Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt, any thing that ſavours of worldly 
intereſt either in him the firſt Founder of 
our Faith, or in any of his holy Apoſtles, 
who were the firſt Propagators of it. 
Vaninus, one of the moſt zealous Cham- 
pions of Impiety that ever appeared a- 
gainſt the Chriſt;an Cauſe (for he died a 
Martyr for it ) hath attempted this :- but 
after the moſt accurate and diligent ſearch, 
which ſo keen an Adverlary could make, 
he was forced to give up the Point, and 
plainly acknowledge, that in the whole 
ſeries of the Hiſtory and ations of our 
Saviour, he could not find any thing that 
he could charge with ſecular intereſt or 
deſign to blaſt him or his Relzyion with. 
And if you will renew the ſame attempr, 
though you extend the inquiry much 
farther, even to his Apoſtles, and all the 
reſt of his Diſcip/er, who firſt preached this 
holy Religion to the World, and take in 
to your aſſiſtance all the enemies of it ; 
aſter the ſtriteſt ſcrutiny that you can 
make, you will never have any better 
{lucceſs herein. 

For had our Saviour's deſign been to 
{ſeduce the People for his own intereſt, he 
muſt have taken the ſame courſe, that 
other 
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other Seducers do. He muſt have flattered 
them in their humours, and formed his 
doctrines to their ſancies ; courted: thoſe 
that were in greateſt authority and eſteem 
with them, and made it his buſineſs moſt- 
Iy to preach againſt and decry thoſe who 
were leaſt in their favour, and ſtudi- 
ed and practiſed all other ſuch arts of 
popularity, whereby he might beſt in- 
ſinuate into their good liking, and gain 
that intereſt with them, as might be ſuffi- 
cient to ſerve his purpoſe and obtain the 
end propoſed. Theſe were the methods 
whereby Mahomet firſt propagated his 
Impoſture, and theſe are they which all 
others muſt take, whoſe purpoſe it is to 
deceive the people. But our Saviour in 
every particular ated contrary hereto, 
which ſufficiently proves that he had no 
ſuch deſign to compaſs. For he freely 
preached againſt whatever he tound blame- 
able in the people, ſpared not their moſt 
beloved errours, or framed his doctrines 
to indulge them in any one evil practice, 
how predominant ſo ever amongſt them, 
and was fo far from courting thoſe in the 
greateſt authority and eſteem with them, 
that he was molt ſharp and bitter againſt 
them above all others, whom they moſt 
idolized, I mean the Soribes and Phari- 
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ſees; For he on all occaſions detected 
their Zypocriſtes, and laid open their evil 
practices, and in the fevereſt manner re- 
buked and condemned them for their ini- 
quity therein, even to the preferring and 
juſtifying before them the wicked Pub/:- 
cans, who for their exactions and oppreſ- 
ſions upon the people in their gathering 
the publick Taxes were held among them 
the moſt hated of men and the worſt of 
ſinners. And therefore, though his Mz- 
racles. often drew their admiration and 
their applauſe on the one hand, his do- 
Atrinesand his preachings as faſt alienated 
them from him on the other ; ſo that 
thoſe very ſame Men, who, for the ſake 
of the former, followed him often in 
multitudes, and were ready to acknow- 
ledge him to be the Meſlias, were as vio- 
lently ſet againſt him at other times for the 
ſake of the latter, and at laſt crucified him 
onthe account thereof. And is it poll 
ble to conceive, that he, who took all 
thoſe courſes ſo contrary to the humour 
of the people, without regarding haw 
much they tended to exa(ſperate them a- 
gainſt him, ſhould have any intereſt or 
deſign of his own to ſervg himſelf of 
them. 

When our Saviour took upon him to 
be 
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be the Meſſias that was promiſed, -had he 
done it only as an [mpoſtor to promote a 
ſecular intereſt and defign of his own, he 
would certainly have atſumed that chara- 
er according to thoſe Notions in which 
the Jews expected him. ' For in this caſe 
the expeQation of the people muſt have 
been the grand motive to the /mpoſtare, 
and their looking for ſuch a Meſſas to 
come the main inducing reaſon of his 
putting himſelf thereon, and therefore 
to be {ure, had he been an /mpoſtor, he 
would have offered himſelf to them no 
otherwiſe than juſt ſuch a Meſſas, as their 
notions of him would have him to be; and 
there are two eſpecial reaſons which in this 
caſe would have determined him hereto. 
x. Becauſe thoſe notions offered to him the 
higheſt ſecular intereſt, that could be at- 
tained unto: And, 2. Becaule the ſuiting 
of his pretenſions exactly according to 
them, would have been the readieſt and 
molt likely way for him to carry the in- 
tereſt, whatever it was, which you may 
ſuppoſe him to have aimed at. 

And, firſt, the notions which the Jews 
had of the Meſſas, offered him the high- 
eſt ſecular intereſt that could be attained 
unto; and therefore to be ſure, when he 
took upon him to be that Meſeras, - had 

| he 
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he done it only as an /mpoſtor for a ſecu- 
lar intereſt, he would. have laid hold of 
that intereſt offered, and under the chara- 
Rer which he aſſum'd moſt certainly have 
claim'd all that, which according to thoſe 
notions the Meſſias was to have. For this 
was nothing leſs than a moſt glorious le- 
cular Kingdom, - the expetations of the 
Jews being then concerning this matter 
the ſame as they have ever 1jnce continu- 


ed amongſt them ; rhat the 
Meſſias * was to be a Secu- 
lar Prince, who was to de- 
liver them from their ene- 
mies, and reſtore the King- 
dom of David at Jeruſalem, 
and there reign in great 
glory and ſplendour over 
the whole Houſe of 1ſrael. 
And what greater or more 
deſirable intereſt can this 


* The Meſſias ſhall come and 
reſtore the Kingdom of the Houſe 
of David to the ancient flate of 
its former Dominion, and ſhall 
rebuild the Tample, and gather 
together the diſperſed of Iſrael; 
and then ſhall bere-eſtabl:ſhed all 
the Legal Rites and Conſtitutions 
as in former times ; and Sacrifie 
ces ſhall be offered, and the Sab- 
batical Tears and Jubile's obſer 
wed according to every Precept 
delivered in the Law. Mai- 
monides in Yad Hachazekah in 
TraQ. de Regibus & Be 


World afford, than ſuch a 
ſtate of advancement? And 
what is there that is more valued and 
eſteemed in the opinion of all mankind, 
than the attainment thereof > And at that 
time when our Saviour firſt appeared on 
his Miſton, there was the moſt favourable 
junQture, that could offer it ſelf, for his ſet- 
ting up for all this: For then the People 
of 


rum, cap. 11. $. 1. 
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* of the Jews being fallen under the Yoke 
of the Rowan Government, and allo grown 
very impatient under it, entertained a ge- 
neral expectation of the ſpeedy Coming 
of the Meas, under that character of a 
Temporal Prince, which they had conceited 
of him, to deliver them from this bon- 
dage, and by conquering thoſe who ſub- 
je:tcd them thereto, again reſtore the 


Kinzdom of Jſrael, 


And theſe hopes had 


then taken that poſſeſſion of their minds ; 


TFT Mark 15. v_ 43. Luke 2. 
v.38. © c. 24. V.31. Ats 1.46. 
From all which places compa- 
red together, it appears, that 
there was among the Jews, in 
the time of our Saviour, a ge- 
nera] expeQation of rhe ſpeedy 
Coming of the Meſſas, and that 
their notion was of a temporal 
deliverance and a temporal re- 
ſtoration of the Kingdom of 
Ifracl to be effeRed by him. 
And this .expeQation was it 
which made the multirude fo 
ready to join themielves to 
Theudas, and after to Judas of 
Galilee, of whom mencion 1s 
made A#s 5. v.36, 37. and at 
ter thit to an Egyptian . Jew, 
Att 21, 4, 38. on their pre- 
tending to be the perſons; from 
whom this deliverance was ex- 
petted. 

(* ) Joſephus not only makes 
mention of Theudas, and Judas 
of Galilee and the Egyptian, of 


and they were all ſo- full 
of them, that every one 
ſtood in a manner ready 
and prepared to join with 
them, whoſoever ſhould 
take upon him to be the 
perſon, as ſufficiently ap- 
peareth not only from T the 
Scriptures, but alſo from 
the Hiſtory which (*) Joſe- 
phas wrote of thoſe times. 
And therefore had our Sa- 
vioar, by taking upon him 
to be the Meſſias, aimed 
only as an Impoſtor at a Se- 
cular intereſt, What rea» 
ſon can be given, why he 
ſhould not with the name 
of the Meſras, have alſo 
claimed 
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claimed this grand intereſt 
of a Kingdom, which accor- 
ding to the opinion of all 
thole, whoexpeRted a Meſ- 


! fras, belonged thereto? or 
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why he ſhould not in fo 
favourable a juncture, as 
was then offer'd for it, have 
poſſeſſed himſelf thereof 2 
But he was ſo far from do- 
ing either of theſe, that he 
waved both, and not only 
omitted this opportunity of 
poſſeſſing himſelf of this 
Kingdom, but aiſo renoun- 
ced and diſclaim'd the whole 
thereof. For inſtead of lay- 
ing any pretence to it, he 
ſet himſelf to confute tho'e 
very notions which gave it 
unto him, and to convince 
the People that they were 
miſtaken in them,and there- 
by overthrew all that which 
offered unto him the high- 
eſt Secular intereſt which 
the Men of this World uſe 
to aim at. And not only 
ſo, but advanced in the 


: ſicad of thoſe Errours, ſuch 
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whom we have an account in 
Scripture, Antiq lib. 20 c 2.& 
c. 6. but alſo of ſeveral others, 
who on the ſame pretences 
found the multitude ready to 
join themſelves unto them. 
Antiq. lib. 20. c.6.& 1. & de 
Bello Judaico lib. 7. c. 41. Asdid 
alſo Barchoſbas in the reign of 
Adrian the Roman Emperour. 
And what Maimonides delivers 
of the doQrine of the Fews con- 
cerning this matter, might give 
any, man an handle to offer at 
it. For, ſaith he, the Meſſas 
is not to be known by S1gns 
or Wonders ( for he is to work 
none) but only by Conqueſt. 
And therefore his Words are : 
If there aviſeth a King of the 
Houſe of David, who is fludiows 
of the Law, and diligent in 06+ 
ſerving the precepts of it, ar was 
David his father, that is,not only 
of the Law, which is written, but 
of the Oral alſo, and inclineth all 
Iſrael ro walk therein, and repairs 
the breaches, and fights the bat- 
tles of the Lord, this perſon may 
be proiſumed to be the Melſias. 
But if he proſpers in what he un- 
dertakes,and ſubdues all the neigh- 
bouring Nations round about hin, 
and re-build; the ſanftuary in its 
farmer place, and gather: toget her 
the diſperſed of Iſrael, then he 
ir for certain the Meſſhas. Mai- 
monides in Yad Hachazekah 
Tra&t. de Regibus& Bellis eo- 
rum, C. 11. J. 4 


Doarines 
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Dodtrines concerning the Meſſas, as were 
not only without all manner of worldly 
intereſt in them, but all levelled direftly 
oppoſite thereto. For he taught them, 
that the Aingdom of the Meffias was not a 
Temporal, but a Spiritual Kingdom ; that 
he was not to be a Judge and a Ruler over 
them in the Secular affairs of this World, 
and the pomp and glory thereof, but to 
govern and direct their hearts within by 
the power of his holy Spirit, in order to 
conform them ro that Law of Righteoul- 
neſs, which might fit them to reiga with 
him in the Kingdom of everlaſting Glory 
hereafter. And therefore when p > Jews, 
being convinced by his wonderfull Works, 
that he was the Meſfas, would have taken 
him by force and made him their Xing, 
he withdrew from among them to difap- 
point the deſign. And when interroga- 
ted by Pilate, he told him his Kingdom 
was not of this World. And had heaimed 
at any ſuch thing, he would never have 
taught ſuch DoCtrines of himſelf, which 
ſo directly overthrew all that which gave 
him the moſt favourable advantage of at- 
taining thereto. Had he offered at more 
of this World's intereſt than the Notions 
of the Jews inveſted him with (if it were 
poſſible more could - be had than thoſe 
gave 
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pave their Meſſas;) or if he had joined 
thereto, the enjoyment of carnal pleaſure, 
as Mahomet did, there might then have 
been ſome ground of charging him of dif- 
fering from thoſe Notions for the ferving 
of his own intereſt ; but when the change 
was on the quite contrary hand, and in- 
Nead of being that reigning and glorious 
Meſſas, amidſt the higheſt pomp and ſplen- 
dour of this World, as the Fews would 
have had him to be, he declared himſelf 
only for ſuch a Kingdom, as had nothing 
of this World in it, and whoſe greateft 
perfection lay in is greateſt oppoſition 
thereto ; he that will ſay that there was 
any thing of this World in his thus 
ſiripping himſelf of all the pomp and 
glory of it, or that there could be any 
deſign of intereſt for himſelf, where all 
manner of ſelf-intereſt is thus renounced, 
muſt reconcile contradictions, and make 
the nature of one extreme to conſiſt in 
the other, which is moſt direMly oppo- 
ſite thereto. Had he, when he took upon 
him to be the Meſſtas, done it only for a 
worldly intereſt, this great intereſt of 
reigning, ſo obviouſly offered it ſelf unto 
him under that character, that it cannot 
be conceived how he ſhould ever have a- 
voided it. The power, and glory, and 

B » riches 
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riches of a Xing1om, are too great baits of * 
allurement to the worldly-minded Man, ; 


ever to be refuſed by ſuch an one, after 
he had aſſumed that charaQter, which in 
the generally-received Notion of it, in- 
veſted him with them. Or can it be 
imagined, ſince theſe are the only things 
which could make that character at all 
deſirable to an Impoſtor, why any Man 
ſhould run the great hazard and trouble 
of being ſuch in the aſſuming of it, but 
for the ſake of them? All thoſe falſe 
Chriſts, who have been real mpoſtors, 
and have in ſeveral Apes ſtarted up to de- 


lude the World with this pretence, have ' 
ever with the name of the Mefaas, claim- * 
ed alſo this Kingdom, which the Jews a- | 
{cribed thereto; and that in every ſuch ” 


ſcene of deceit, which hath opened in © 
the World, hath always appeared to have | 


been the bait, which allured thoſe wret- 
ches to a& that part therein. And- had 


our Saviour been ſuch an one as they, he | 


mult certainly have taken the ſame courſe, ' 
For to do otherwiſe, would have been to | 


do the wickedneſs without the tempta- 


tion, and to run the hazard without thast ! 


which was to reward the ſucceſs. Bur © 


he having been fo far herefrom, that he | 
did not only renounce this Kingdom, but | 
all | 
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of ® all manner of other worldly intereſt what- 
n, | ever; this plainly ſhews he could have 
er no deſign upon this World by that Miſfon 
in & which he undertook, or had any other 
n- | reaſon for his entering on it as the Meſſas, 
be } but that he was really that perſon, whom 
18s * God by his holy Prophets had fo often 
all ; promiſed, and at length, in fulneſs of 
lan &® time, accordingly ſent to bring life and 
ble | falvation unto us. 

but q 2. Had our Saviour, when he took 


iſe Z upon him to be the Meſtas, done it only 
ps, | as an Impoſtor for a Secular intereſt, he 
de. & would have aſſumed that charater ac- 
ave © cording to thoſe notions in which the 
'm- © FJews expetted him, becaule this would 
5 a- | have been the readieſt and moſt likely 
ach * way for him to carry that intereſt, what- 
| in } ever you may ſuppoſe it to be. For the 
ave | eager expeRtations of that People being 
ret- © then for ſuch a reigning Meſtas, as they 
had > haddrawna Picture of in their own fancies, 
| he ©} his only way to have gotten them to own 
arſe, ® and receive him for the Meſtas, was for 
nto > him exactly to have humour'd them here- 
pta- | In, and propoſed himſelf to them juſt ſuch 
that} an one as they would have had him to 
Buy & be. And had his intent been only to ſe- 
t he © duce them under that character, in order 
| but | fo ſerve himſelf of them for a Secular in- 
B 3 tereſt , 


A Letter to the Deilts. 


tereſt, this method is that which is ſo 
obviouſly neceſſary in ſuch a caſe, that 
it could not have been avoided. For to 
do otherwite, would evidently have been 
to put the matter in a moſt certain me» 
thod totally to miſcarry, and make the 
whole deſign impraQticable. To come to 
them as their Meas, under a character 
totally differing trom that in which they 
expectcd him, would be ſufficient to make 
them, for that very reaſon, never to re- 
ceive him. Although humility and the 
debaſing of a Man's felt, may in other ca- 
{es be a mcans to court Popularity, and 
procure the favour of the People, it could 
never have ſerved in this ; nor would our 
Saviour's taking upon him the Character 
ot the Meſias, ſo vallly lower as to this 
World, than the general opinion then gave 
it unto him, have been of any ſtead to 
him in order thereto; but quite the con- 
trary. For the Jews h2d then framed their 
notions of the Mefias they expected, for 
their own ſakes rather than his, ſuitable 
to thoſe worldly intereſts they were moſt 
in love with, and thoſe notions went cur- 
rant through the whole Nation, as the 
true and exact deſcription of him , by 
which he was to be known at his coming : 


And therefore for any one to propole 
| himſelf 
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himſelf to them, as the Meſras, under a 
character torally diſagreeing herefrom , 
would have been the readieſt way for 
him to be told, that he was not there- 
fore the Man; and this, inſtead of being 
a means to ſeduce them to him, become 
ſuch a reaſon for their rejeQing him, as 
no art of Tmpoſture would ever have been 
able to maſter. And this indeed proved 
the main cauſe, that notwithſtanding our 
Saviour's Miracles, the Jews , who daily 
ſaw them, were ſtill hardned in their a- 
verſion againſt him; and it continues 
with them to this day the grand ſtum- 
bling-block of Infidelity, which they can- 
not pet over, For they looked for a Mef- 
fias, that was to ſubdue their Enemies, 
and deliver them from the ſlavery of the 
Romans, and by the eſtabliſhment of a 
Temporal Kingdom over them advance the 
ſtate of their Nation to the higheſt pro- 
ſperity, and their Law to the higheſt per- 
fetion of obſervance, which both were 
capable of, But he propoſed himſelt un- 
to them as a Meſias, which had nothing 
to do with this World, or any of the in- 
tereſts of it ; and inſtead of the 7emporal 
Kingdom they expected, claimed only a 
Spiritual ; and inſtead of the outward 
Rites and Ceremonies of the Mofaical Law, 
B 4 which 
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which were all fulfill'd and done away in 
him, tavght them only to worſhip God 
in ſpirit and in truth. And what could 
more diſpleaſe and alienate from him, 

{en ſo eager upon this World, and the 
g'ory and riches of it, than thus inſtead 
of conqueſt over enemies, extent of 
power, and a mol fourithing {tate of 
proſperity, which they dreamr of, to 
preach to them of Mortification, Repen- 
tance, Sell-denial, and thole other Chri- 
ſtian Virtues, in the encreaſe of which 
rhe true proſperity of Chriſt's Kingdom 


only conſills; and inſtead of their Zem- | 


ple, and the outward pomp and ſplendour 
of the Worſhip there perſorme?, which 
they ſo much valued themſelves upon , 
and fo zealouſly affeed, thus to propoſe 
to them the Worſhipping of God withour 
all this, only in that Spiritual manner, 
which under the numerous Rites of the 
Moſaical Law they had nct been accuſto- 
med to have any great regard unto? For 
this was to baulk them of the I:opes they 
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molt delighted in, and put a batfle upon | 


them in thoſe eager expeQations and moſt 
carnel{t deſires which their hearts had long 
dwelt upon. And how ul they were able 
to brook this, will appear by this inſtance 


in the Goſpe/*, That thole very ſame Men, !' 


who {| 
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who, on the ſceing of his Miracles, were 
ſo firmly convinced of his being the Meſ- 
fras, that they would forthwith have ta- 
ken him by force, and declared him their 
King, the next day after, on his preaching 
to them of ſpiritual things, and offering 
thereby to withdraw their minds from 
the periſhable things of this World, to fix 
them on thoſe which endure to everlaſt- 
iog life, murmured againſt him, and would 
no more endure him. For their hearts were 
after a Meſſias, that ſhould found them a 
Temporal Kingdom, and make them great, 
and glorious, and powerfull therein ; and 
to ſet up a Spiritual Kingdom inſtead here- 
of, was not only to deprive himſelt of the 
grandure of the other, but them alſo of 
the portion which they expected therein. 
And no one certainly that intended a 
worldly intereſt by ſuch an undertaking, 
would ever have projected it in ſuch a 
method as this, which was ſo totally in- 
conſiſtent with it. For this would be to 
renounce in the very a& the end which 
he propoſed, and make the attainment 
of it impracticable by the very means 
whereby he purſued it; It would be to 
wave the higheſt intereſt in this World 
to purſue after another, which no one 
can imagine what, and thereby m_— 
alie- 
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alienate thoſe from him, by whom alone * 
he could hope in ſuch a deſign as this to | 


attain any at all. And therefore had a 
worldly end and a worldly intereſt been 


all that our Saviour aimed at in his taking F 
upon him to be the Mefias, whom the | 
Jews expected, he would never ſo much | 
contrary to that intereſt, and ſo much | 
contrary to that moſt obvious means of | 
carrying on fuch a deſign, have afſumed | 
that character in a manner ſo much differ- | 
ing from that, under which they expeted #3 
him; Or could he by fuch a methad of 7 


procedure ever have made any thing of 
the attempt among them, had he not on 
his fide the power of God, as well as his 
Miſſion, to make him ſuccefstull there- 
in? 

Had his buſinefs only been to deceive 
the People for the advancing of ſome ſe- 
cular intereſt of his own, he would ne- 
yer have attempted it in ſo unlikely a 


way of ſucceeding, as that of aboliſhing * 


the Meſaical Law, to which the whole 
nation of the Jews were then fo zealouſly 
addidted, that they could not bear the 
leaſt word, which might ſeem to derogate 
either from the excellency, which they 
conceived of it, or that opinion which 
they then had, and till retain, that it 


was 
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* was to be immutably obſerved by them to 


the end of the World. The caſe of Ma- 


s homet with his Men of Mecca was quite 


otherwiſe, he found no ſuch zeal in them 
for t'ieir old Religion to ſtruggle with, 


| they themſelves werethen grown fo weary 


of it, that the generality of them had in 
a manner totally exchanged it for na 


* Religion at all at that time Mahbomet firſt. 
{ began to propagate his mpoſture among 

;{ them, they having then for the molt 
# part given themlelves up to the opinions 
of the Zendikees, who in the fame man- 
* ner as the Fpicureans among the Greeks, 
= and too many now-a-days among, us, ac- 
{ knowledged the Being of a God, but deny- 


ing his Providence, the immortality ot 
the ſoul, and a future ſtate, did at the 
ſame time deny all manner of necefiity of 
paying any worſhip unto him. And no 
wonder then it ſuch Men, who placed 
their All in this World, were eafily 
brought over to a Se, whole chief aim 
was at worldly proſperity and worldly 
pleaſure-in the Religzon which they profe(- 
(ed. This Mabomet was well enough 
aware of before he ſtarted his new Rel 
gion among them, and it ſeems to have 
been the greateſt encouragement which 
emboldned him to venture. on that at- 
tempt. 
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tempt. However ſince they ſtill retained | 


the outward form of their Religzon after 
they had deſerted the ſubſtance of it, he 


found even from hence that oppoſition | 


to his deſign, that to make it go down, he 
was forced to retain all thoſe Rites and 
Ceremonies in his new Religion, which 
they had been afore uſed to in their old ; 
and in order hereto he choſe to make ſome 


dangerous alterations in his firſt eſtabliſh» | 


| 


; 


ments, as particularly in that of the Xebla, 
rather than ruffle his Arabians by aboliſh- 
ing what he found them through long 


uſage and cuſtom any way affected to. | 


For his buſineſs being to deceive the peo- 
ple, his care was to offer at nothing, 
which might be difficult to go down with 


them, and ſo mult it be of every other de- | 
ceiver who takes upon him to a the like # 
part. But in every particular it was quite | 
otherwiſe with our Saviour, and thoſe * 
whom he firſt preached his Goſpel unto. 7 
For the Jews having undergone ſeveral | 
terrible ſcourges from the hand of God for © 
the neglet of that Law which he had | 


given them, were from their former too 
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much diſregard of it then grown into the * 
contrary extreme of being with exceeding | 
ſuperſtition and bigottry too much de- | 
yoted to it, They then looked on it with | 


the | 
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# the ſame veneration, as they {till do, to 
be an immutable Law never to bealtered, 
That the Meſtas himſelf on his coming 
* ſhould not make the leaſt change therein, 
* but that the glory cf his Xingdom ſhould 
| chiefly conſiſt in the perfeCtion of its ob- 
* ſervance, and the exat performance of 
; & the worſhip it preſcrib'd, and for any one 
! to advance any dodrine contrary hereto 


# among them. And therefore had our 
* Saviour only conſulted fleſh and bloud in 
# the Miſion which he undertook, had he 
- ® had noother deſign therein than a Secular 
| intereſt and a worldly end, he would ne- 
ver have oppoſcd himſelf againſt the vio» 
lent current of ſuch predominant opini- 
; ons, as he found then reigning among 
# them, whom he firſt preached his Goſpe/ 
# unto, or ever durſt have offered at the 
abolition of that Law, which they were 
{o violently bigotted unto. Had he come 
to deceive them as a Sedacer, the very na- 
ture of the thing muſt neceſſarily have 
iad Þ girected him to a quite contrary method z 
00 2 that is, to ſooth and collogue with them 
the ® whom he came to impoſe upon; to have 
og # contradicted no opinion they were vio- 
de- lent for, or oppoſed any doQtrine which 
ith | they were zealouſy affeted to, but to 
the | have 
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have ſtudied their humours, and learnt theithis « 
notions, and ſo framed and ſuited all higfion 
doQrines according thereto, as might beſtFſins 
rake to draw them over to the end de-3mer 
ſigned. To have done otherwiſe wouldJBy 
have been to fet Prieſt and People againſthus, 
him, as an enemy to their Religion, and 
a Blaſphemer of their Law. And, zs our 
Saviour found it ſo tn the reſult, ſo it 
muſt have been obvious to-any one in hrs 
caſe to have foreſeen it from the begin- 
ning. And therefore ſince notwithſtand- 
ing this he took this method ſo contrary 
to the whole end and deſign of one that 
intends a cheat upon the people, and 
without having any regard to that zeal 
with which the Fews were then ſo violent- 
ly bigotted to their Law, or that rage of 
reſentment, which they were ready to 
expre's againſt whatſoever in the leaſt 
ſhould derogate from it, did boldly preach 
unto them ſuch DoCtrines, as totally Fi 
difannull'd it, this manifeſtly proves he 
could have no intereſt of his own to ferve 
upon them in this undertaking, or rhat 
he had any other reaſon for his entcring 
on it, but that he was ſent of Ged fo to 
do. 

The grand and fund2mental doctrine 


of the Religion, which Jeſas Chriſt left Þpurp 
his 
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theitfhis Church, was that of his death and paſ- 
11 hiffion whereby he made atonement for our 
t beſtiſins and delivered us from the puniſh- 
d de-$ment which was due unto us for them. 
'ould3By this means only he propoſed to fave 
ainſtIus, that is from Sin, the Devil, and eter- 
al Death , and by this conflict only did 
eundertake to ſubdue thele our enemies 
or us, and on that conqueſt ro found us 
Kingdom, which ſhould make us holy 
«Hand righreous here, and for ever bleſſed 
-Iwith him in glory hereafter. This was 
he whole od and purpoſe of our Savz- 
w's Miſſion ; this he frequently forerold 
o his Diſciples, and on this was founded 
he whole Religion which he taught them, 
-FAnd can any one ſay he could have a de- 
ign of Secular intereſt for himſelf in fuch 
Religion as this, which could have no 
ing, but by his dying for it, or any 
eaſon for its eſtabliſhment among men 
ill he had laid down his life for the com- 
leating of it? To ſay there was any 
hing of worldly intereſt in this would be 
o charge it on his croſs, and place it in 
hat bitter and ignominious death which 
e underwent thereon, Men ſometimes 
ut their lives to great hazard for the in- 
ereſts of this World, but for a Man 
purpoſely to deſign death for ſuch an end 
his * and 
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and part with this World in ſuch a man- 


ner as Chriſt did for the ſake of any thing 


that this world hath, is a thing which was 
never yet heard of, and is in it ſelf ſocon- 
trary to the moſt obvious difates both 
of reaſon and nature, that no one can be fo 
abſurd as to imagine it poſlible for any 
man ſo to do. , 

But that which I know you will fay 
in this caſe is, That it was not Chriſt him- 
ſelf, but his Diſciples after his death, that 


made this a part of his Relig/on ; That he ; 
intended no ſuch thing in the underta- | 
king he entered on; that it ſhould end F 


in his Death, and be compleated by his 
Crucifixion ; but that this hapning unto 
him, thoſe who kept up his Party, and 
propagated his Religion after him, foiſted 
this thereinto, to falve the ignominy of 
his Death, and ſerve themſelves of it, for 
the better carrying on of their deſigns 
thereby. And if ſo, then the Impoſture 
muſt be ſhifted from him to his Diſciples ; 


and in this caſe the ſame inquiry muſt | 


ſtill be made, What advantage could they 


propoſe to themſelves herefrom 2 For if F 
Chriſt's having no ſelf-deſign or worldly- | 
intereſt in the Religion, which he taught, | 
be of any force to acquit him of being | 


guilty of Impoſture therein (as it mult 


with | 
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with every Man of unprejudiced reaſon, ) 
it muſt alſo be of force to acquit then 
of the ſame charge who propane it 
after him. And what worldly intereſt is 
it which they could poſſibly have in this 
matter ? If you ſay Empire, how impro- 
bable is it, that a few poor Fiſhermen 
without any manner of foundation either 
of power, riches or intereſt with others, 
for the carrying on of ſuch a deſign, ſhould 
ever frame in their thoughts the leaſt 
imagination tending therero, eſpecially 
at that time when the Roman Empire be- 
ing in its utmoſt heighth and vigour had 


| the major part of the then known World 
%Z united under its command to cruſh the 
greateſt attempts of this nature, which 


might be made againſt it 2 If riches and 


+ honour be alledged as their end, I muſt 
! deſire you to tell me, how this could be 
a means to gain them? or whether any 
one of them ever attained to either there- 
. | by? If we examine into the accounts, 


which we have of their lives and actions, 


; we ſhall find them journeying about the 
} world from place to place in great pover- 
| ty and under all the difficulties and preſ- 
| ſures of it to diſcharge that Apoſtleſbip, 
* which was committed unto them, and in 
| every place where : 4 came to be load- 


ed 
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ed with contempt, oppreſſion and perſecu- 
tion for the ſake of that Re/igzos which 
they taught. Had riches and honour been 
the end propoſed for all this, certainly 
after having experienced by the ill ſuccels, 
how improper means they had taken in 
order thereto, ſome of them would have 
defiſted from the enterprize, and no lon- 
ger have purſucd a deſign, which could 
not anſwer its end. But you cannot 
bring us an inſtance of any one of them 
that did this. No, they {till weat on in 
the work, which they had undertaken, 
and- without being wearied by the pover- 
ty they laboured under, or in the leaſt 
diſcouraged by that contempt, ſcorn and 
perſecution, which they cvery-where met 
with, all conſtantly perſevered to preach 
that Goſpel, which they had received, 
even to their lives end; and not only fo 
but moſt of them laid down their lives for 
the ſake thereof, which they would ne- 
ver have done, if they had not for that 
Miniſtry a much higher reaſon, than all 
the honour and riches of rhis world could 
ever amount unto. All that can be ſaid 
of any worldly intereſt for them in their 
preaching up that Religzo» which they 
propagated is, That they were thereby 
made Heads of the Party which they drew 
over 
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over thereto. But alas, what advantage 
could this be unto them to be thus made 
Heads of a contemned, oppreſſed and per- 
ſecuted Party of Men, who were every- 
where ſought out for bonds, imprifon- 
ments and death? To head ſuch a Party, 
what 1s it, but to expoſe a Man's ſelf to 
the greater danger, and ſet himſelf upto 
receive the firſt ſtrokes of every perſecu- 
tion, which was levelled againſt it > For 
in this caſe, thoſe who head the Party are 
moſt fought aſter, and the ring-leaders of 
it are ever madethe firſt and the moſt ſig- 
nal examples of every ſeverity, which is 
deſigned for its oppreſſion. And this was 
all that the Apoſ/es got by heading that 
Party, which they converted to the Chri- 
ftian Religjzon ; and what of worldly in- 
tereſt could be found therein? If the head- 
ing of a-Party be of any advantage to a 
Man, it muſt be then only when it brings 
him honour, or power, or riches, or 
ſome other worldly enjoyment. But to 
head fuch a Party, as the firſt Chriſt zans 
were, could bring neither of theſe there- 
with; but on the contrary, poverty, con- 
tempt, oppreſſions, and perſccutions were 
all the fruits, as to this world, which the 
Apoſtles of our Saviour reaped thereby. 
And certainly on theſe terms, to head a 
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Party, could never have been the reaſon 
to make them enter on that undertaking ; 
or if it had, they could never under ſuch 
diſcouragements have long continued 
therein. 


FECE © 


Il. And thus far having examined the 
firſt mark of Impoſtare, and I hope ſuffici- 
ently ſhown it cannot belong to that holy 
Religion, which we profeſs, I ſhall now 
proceed to the ſecond, that is that it muſt 
always have wicked men for the Authors 
of it. For thus to impoſe upon mankind 
a falſe Religion is the worlt of cheats, and 
the higheſt injuſtice which can be done 
either to God or Man; to God, becauſe it 
robs him of the worſhip of his Creatures, 
either by diverting.it to a falſe object, or 
by direCting it to him in ſuch a falſe way, 
as cannot be accepted of before him; And 
to Man, becauſe it deprives him of his God, 
by putting him upon ſuch a falſe Relzgion 
as mult neceſſarily alienate both his mer- 
cy and his favour from him. And to 
do this is ſuch a conſummate piece of ini- 
quity, that it 1s impoſſible any one can 
arrive thereto without having firſt corrup 
ted hinſelt to a great degree in all things 
clic. 
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elſe. For ſuch an one mu:t have caſt 
off all fear of God, as well as all regard of 
Man, before he could ever offer at fo 
great a Wickedneſs againſt both. And 


when a Man is come to this, to be 
ſure he will ſtick at nothing, whereby 
his luſts may be gratified, or any carnal 
intereſt ſerv'd which he ſets his heart upon, 
but will make the corruptions of his mind 
appear in all the aQions of his life, and 
be thoroughly wicked in every thing 
where his own intereſt, or his own de- 
ſigns do not put a reſtraint upon him. 
And that Mahomet was ſuch an one the 
Hiſtory of his life which I have laid be- 


fore you ſufficiently ſhows. 
But whoever yet charged 
* Teſus Chriſt, or his holy 
Apoſtles with any thing like 
this? not Celſus, not Por- 
phyry, not Julian or any 
other of the Heathens, or 
the Jews who were the bit- 
tereſt enemies of Chri/ti- 
anity and the greateſt op- 
poſers of it. And to be ſure 


* All that the bittereſt ene- 
mies of Chriſtianity have ever 
objeQted againſt our Saviour , 
ſavea fabulous ſtory of his Birth, 
amounts to no more than this, 
That he wasa Magictan, which 
was an invention, framed on- 
ly to falve his working of Mi- 
racles (which they could nor 
deny ) in ſuch a manner asto 
make rhem give no reputation 
or authority to the doQtrines 
which he taughr. 


could they have found any ſuch accuſa- 
tion againſt any of them, they would 
never have ſpared to have made the ut- 
moſt uſe of it they could for the blaſting 
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of that Religion, which they taught. For 
it 15a popular Argument, which would 
have {crved their purpolc among the peo- 
ple more than any other they could have 
oftcred unto them. And we ſee with 
what ſucceſs the various Sets among us 
{crve themſelves of it every day, no ar- 
gument being more prevalent amongſt 
the unthinking Multitude for the beating 
down the reputation of any profeſſion of 
Religion, than the ripping up of the faults 
of thoſe that teach ft. To examine into 
all the Labyrinths and abſlruſe ſpeculations 
of reaſon and argument, which may be 
brought for or againſt any Religion, 1s an 
opcrolc buſineſs, which all have not capa- 
Cities for, and few care ro attend to. But 
of Good and Evil every Man 1s judge, and 
where they find the Teachers of any Rel;. 
gion to be wicked and naught, it is an in- 
terence which they are all apt too preci- 
pitatcly to run into, that the Religion muſt 
be navght alſo, and without any further 
examining into it condemn it fo to be. 
And I find there is nothing, which you 
your ſelves are more greedy to lay hold of 
for an argument againſt our holy Chriſt+ 
an Religion, than the faults which you 
obſerve in ſome of our Miniſters, whoſe 
buſineſs it is to promote it. And _ 
ore 
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fore if the faults of the preſent teachers of 
Chriſtianity be apt thus to afford fo po- 
pular and prevalent an argument againſt 
it, how much more would the faults of 
the firſt founders and propagaters of it 
have done ſo, had there been any ſuch 
to objet againſt them? And had there 
been any ſuch, ſo keen and ſearching 
Adverſaries, would never have ſuffered 
the diſcovery to have eſcaped them , 
or ever faild to have objected it for 
the ſerving of their turn to the utmoſt 
they were able; and it can be owing 
to nothing, but their molt unblamea- 
ble innocency, that they have been ſe- 
cured herefrom. To fay that they could 
not have that knowledge of their lives and 
ations, as was ſufficient for them to di(- 
cern their faults, and obſerve their mil- 
carriages, will not folve the matter. 
Though Mahomet acted his Impoſture (o 
many hundred miles within the remoter 
parts of Arabia, among a people, who by 
vaſt deſarts were in a manner cut off from 
the converſe of the reſt of mankind, where 
very few or none of any other nation ever 
came to fpy out his a@ions or obſerve 
his doings, and where he had none elſe 
to be witneſſes of them, but thoſe only 
who afl 1mbraced kris forgery, and became 
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zealouſly addicted to it; yet all this could 
not ſerve to conceal his faults, or hide 
his monſtrous wickedneſſes from being 
obſerved and recorded againſt him. The 
foregoing Hiſtory gives you a large Ca- 
talogue of them, and they are vouched 
by the authority of ſome of the moſt au- 
thentick writers of his own Se. But 
Chriſtianity had not its birth in ſuch an 
obſcure hole, nor did the firſt Founder of 
it, or thoſe who propagated it after him, 
make their firſt appearance among ſuch 
rude and illiterate Barbartans, as that [m- 
poſtor did: but on one of the openeſt 
ſtages in the world, at Jeruſalem, and in 
the Land of Judea, and not in an age, 
when as formerly that Natzon ſeparated 
it ſelf from all others, and had no con- 
verſe with any but themſelves; but when 
they had ſcattered themſelves abroad and 
mingled with all other Nations, and alſo 
were forced to admit all other Nations to 
mingle with them by being made a Pro- 
vince of the Roman Empire, which brought 
not only Souldiers and Merchants of other 
Nations among them, but alſo opened 
the gate to all others, as they ſhould 
think fit, ro come and reſide among them: 
And the Temple at Jeruſalem being that, 
here all of the Jewiſh Religion worlhip- 
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ped; this conſtantly brought thither from 
all Nations thoſe who profeſſed it, which 
made a very great reſort thither jrom all 
Parts of the World, eſpecially at their 
three great Feſtivals. And therefore juſt 
after our Saviour's ſufferings at the time 
of Pentecoſt next following, we are told 
that there were then at Jeruſalem (*) Par- (') Ads 2, 
thians, Medes, and Elamites, and the dwel- © 9 0% 0G 
lers of Meſopotamia, Cappadocia, Fontus, 
Afia, Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, Libya, 
and Cyrene, with the Strangers of Rome, 
Cretes, and Arabians. So that to be ſure 
nothing could be hid or concealed, which 
was done in ſo open a ſtage of the World, 
and in the ſight of ſo many Nations as 
were then preſent upon it;nor is it poſſible, 
if thoſe who then firſt delivered the Chri- 
ſtian Religion to the World, had been ſuch 
wicked perſons, as Mahomet was, and all 
other Tmpoſtors muſt be, it could ever 
have eſcaped their obſervation. And if 
it had at Jeruſalem, there were other oc- 
caſions enough given for a fuller diſco- 
very afterwards. For the holy Apoſtles, 
after our Saviour's death, did not confine 
themſelves to Feruſalem and the Land of 
Fudga only, but diſperſed themſelves 
throughout the whole Earth, and at Rome, 
at Athens, and in many other celebrated 
Cities 
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Cities appeared openly, teaching the Rel. 
gion which they had received, and form- 
ing Churches of thoſe whom they had 
converted thereto, and thereby expoſing 
their Lives and Actions publickly to the 
view of the whole World, made all Man- 
kind in a manner witneſſes of what they 
did. And Chriſtianity was not ſuch an 
acceptable thing to the World, as to move 
the Men of it to be fo candid and good- 
naturd to the firſt Authors of it, as to 
conceal their faults and hide their wick- 
edneſles, had there been any ſuch in them. 
No, it was that which was againſt the 
luſts and pleaſures, and the other evil 
courſes of this World, more, than any 0- 
ther Religion, which was ever taught 
therein; and this put the World as much 
againſt it, and all that adhered thereto ; 
and therefore we find them to be a Party 
of Men not only every-where ſpoken a- 
gainſt, but alſo every-where hated, oppo- 
{ed, and perſccuted to the utmoſt. And 
when fo general an Odium was rifen a- 
gainſt them, and both Fews and Gentiles 
confpired togerher therein, to be ſure 
there were not wanting abundance that 
made it them butinefs to pry into their 
ahons, and examine their practices with 
all that ſpight, wafairncfs, and ill tneer- 
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pretation of things, as is uſual in ſuch ca- 
ſes. And could they by all this ſearch, 
inquiry and ſtrit obſervation, have found 
any thing to charge upon Chriſt or his 
Apoſtles, which might caſt a blot upon 
the Religion which they taught, to be ſure 
we ſhould have heard enough of it. For 
thoſe, who propagated their Odium again({t 
this holy Religion to the next ſucceeding 
Apes, to thar exceſſive degree, in which 
the Primitive Chriſtians experienced it 


in thoſe terrible 
they underwent for three 
hundred years together , 
would certainly have pro- 
pagated therewith all tae 
Accuſations they were a- 
ble againſt thoſe who 
were the firſt Founders 
and Teachers of it. And, 
to be ſure, when (*) Celſus, 
Porphbyry, and Fulian, and 
other bitter Oppoſers of 
Chriſtianity, as well Fews as 
Heathens, took Pen in hand 
to write againſt it, we ſhould 
have been told enough of 
it. But nothing of this ap- 
pearing in any of their Wri- 
tings, or any of the leaſt 


Perlecutions 


which 


" The main things which 
Celſus and Julian cbjetted in 
their books againſt the Chriſtian 
Religion are preſerved in the 
Anſwers which Origin wrote 
to the former and Sr. Cyril of 
Alexandria to the litter, bur 
the books themſelves are peri- 
thed, as are alfo thoſe of Pur- 
phyry wntten by him in aſteen 
Tomes on the ſame Argumenc 
for they being full of virulence 
Blaſphemies Theodofius the Em- 
perour by a Law cauſed them 
every-where to be «burnt, and 
deſtroyed ; but a great many 
remains and fragments of them 
are ſtil] preſerved in the Works 
of Euſcbius, and ſomething of 
him alſo in St. Hierom in Pre- 
fatione ad lib. 1. Comment. in 
Epiſt. ad Galatas. Celſus lived 
in the ſecond, Porphyry in the 
third, and Julian in the fourth 
Century after Chriſt, 
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memorial of it being to be found in any 
Record whatſoever againſt them ; this 
manifeſtly proves that they are even in 
rhe judgment of their bittereſt Enemies, 
totally free of this charge, and conſe- 


quently being juſt and righteous perſons, 
(and of Chriſt and St. James, 


(*) His words of our Saview One of his Apoſtles (*) Joſe- 


are, thar he was @ wiſe man ghy ough a Jew, parti- 
(a title not given in thoſe days Py w- th S t J % P h 
but to ſuch as were alſo good) CUIarly attelts, that they 


nd that he was @ worker of Mi= were fo) they could never 
yacles, and s teacher of Truth, ole. 
kib18. 4. And of Jamer be DE guilty Of ſo great a wick 
hath theſe words. Theſe chings ednels both againſt God and 


(7. e. the deſtruQtion of Jers- Man, as to have impoſed a 


ſalem, and the calamities that - 
arcended it) fell by way of juſs Cheat upon us in that Re- 


vengeance upon the Jewt for James [igion, which they deliver- 
the Fuft, who was the Brother of d 

Jeſus called Chrift, becauſe the ed unto us. 

Jews had murdered him, being a moſt righteous Man. It muſt be ac- 
knowledged that this paſſage is not now extant in Joſephus, but it is 
quoted by Euſebius in & Second Book of his Eccleſiaſtical Hiftory, c. 23- 
and alſo by Orige in his Second Book againſt Celſus , which would 
never have been done by them, had ir not been extant in the Copies 
of his Works, which were then in uſe, however it came to be omir- 
ted fince. For to have falſely alledged ſuch a teſtimony ro the ene- 
mies of Chriſtianity, eſpecially to one ſo acute and ſharp as Celſus was, 
would have given them too great an advantage againſt it. Bur what is 
fill extant in Joſephus, amounts to the ſame thing ; for ſpeaking of 
his being put ro death by Ananias the High-Prieſt, Antiq. lib. 20. c. 8. 
he ſays, That all good men were offended at it ; which tufficiently ex- 
prefleth him to be a good man alſo. For why elſe ſhould they be fo 
concerned for him * 
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IT. And if they had been ſuch wick- 
ed perſons, as thus to have impoled upon 
us a falſe Religion for their own intereſt, 
both their wickedneſs and the intereſt, 
which they drove at, muſt neceſſarily 
have appeared in the very contexture of 
the Religion it ſelf, and the Books of the 
New Teſtament, in which it is contained, 
would have as evidently proved both 
theſe againſt them, as the Alcoran doth 
againſt Mahomet ; every Chapter of which 
yieldeth us manifeſt prools both of the 
wicked affeQtions of the Man, and the 
ſelf-ends which he drove at for the grati- 
fying of them. 

For, firſt, when a Man propoſeth an 
end of ſelf-intereſt, and invents a new 
Religion, and writes a new Law on pur- 
poſe for the obtaining of it, it's impoſli- 
ble, but that this End muſt appear in the 
Means, and the Impoſture, which was in- 
vented of purpoſe to promote it, muſt 
diſcover what it 15s. For in this caſe the 
new Religion and the new Law muſt be 
calculated for this End, and be all formed 
and contrived in order thereto, otherwiſe 
it can have no efficiency for the obtain- 


ng 
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ing of it, nor at all anſwer the purpoſe 
of che inventor for the compaſling of what 
he propoſed ; and if it be thus calculated, 
ordered and contrived for fuch an End, 
that En4 cannot but be ſeen and difco- 
vered in thole Means. For the End and 
Means prove each other ; that is, as the 
nature of the End propoſed ſhows us what 
Means muft be made uſe of for the ob- 
taining of it, ſo do the nature of the 
Means which we uſe, diſcover what is the 
End which they drive at. And 3s far as 
the Means hive a tenqdency to the End, 
fo muci muſt they have of that End in 
thein; and it is not poſlible for him 
that uſeth the one, long to conceal 
the other. And therefore nothing is 
more obvious and common among us 
than by the courſes which a man takes to 
diſcem the end which he would have; 
As Mahomet invemed his new Relzgzon to 
promote his own ends, fo the Alcoran in 
which it is contained ſufficiently proves 
ir, there being ſcarce a leaf in that Book 
which doth nor lay down ſome particu- 
lars, which tend to the graritying either 
of the ambition or the luſt of thax Mon- 
ter who contrived it. And had the firſt 
Founder of our holy Chri/tzan Religion, or 
they who were the firlt propagators of it 
any 


an) 
Ne 
WO 
her 
Fai 
any 
alre 
ofr 
ad V: 
able 
of | 
Wo! 
our 
inte! 
ther 
cate 
and 
us C 
as th 
a ter 
all tl 
this | 
teou! 
that 
the | 
our h 
whic 
and | 
King« 
lo ne 


x R 3x: & _-= A. DX *. Mk. AE... 


Pos nd wt we 


_— rXx-Y 
a von 


A Letter to the Deiſts. 


any fuch end therein, the Books of the 
New Teſtament, in which it is written, 
would have as palpably ſhown it. But 
here we challenge all the enemies of our 
Faith to uſe their utmoſt skill ro make 
any ſuch diſcovery in them. They have 
already gone through the ſtrict ſcrutiny 
of many ages, as well as of all manner of 
adverſaries, and none have ever yet been 
able to tax them herewith. For inſlead 
of being calculated for the intereſt of this 
World their whole deſign is ro withdraw 
our hearts from it, and fix them upon the 
intereſt of that which is to come. And 
therefore the doftrines which they incul- 
cate are thoſe of mortification, repentance 
and felf-denial, which ſpeak not unto 
us of fighting, bloodſhed, and conqueſt, 
as the Alcoran doth, for the advancing of 
a temporal Xingdom, but that renouncing 
all the pomps, and vanities, and luſts of 
this preſent World, we live ſoberly, righ- 
teouſly, and godly in the preſence of him 
that made us, and inſtead of purſuing after 
the periſhable things of this lite, we (et 
our hearts only on thoſe Heavenly riches, 
which will make us great, and glorious, 
and bleſſed forever hereatter. For as the 
Kingdom of Chriſt is not of this World, 
ſo neither do thoſe Books, in which are 
written 
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written the Laws of this Kingdom, a- 
vour any thing thereof. The Mammon of 
this World, and the Righteouſneſs which 
they preſcribe us, are declared in them to 
be totally inconſiſtent. The 01d Teſtament 
indeed, as being under the Diſpenſation 
of carnal Ordinances, which werethe ſha- 
dows only of thoſe things after to come 
under the Goſpel, treated with Men fuita- 
bly thereto. 
of this World, both by way of promiſe as 
well as threat to be propoſed therein. But 
it i5 quite otherwiſe with the New; For 
in that Revelation being given to the 
perfecting of righteouſneſs, all things were 
advanced thereby from Earth to Heaven 
and from fleſh to ſpirit. And therefore 
as the whole end of it is to make men ſpi- 
ritual, ſo are we directed thereby to look 
only to ſpiritual and heavenly Bleſſings 
for the reward hereof. Had our Saviour 
propoſed victory, or riches, or carnal 
pleaſures to his followers, as Mahomet 
did, then indeed his Law would have ſuf- 
ficiently ſavour'd of this World to make 
Men ſuſpeR, that he aimed at nothing 
elſe thereby. But he was ſo far herefrom 
that inſtead of this the whole tenour of 
his doQrine runs the quite contrary way, 


we being told of nothing clſe through the 
whols 
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whole New Teſtament, but of tribulations, 
afflictions, and perſecutions, which ſhall 
attend all ſuch as to this World who faith- 
fully ſet their hearts to become his Dif 
ciples, and the experience of all ages fince 
hath ſufficiently verified the prediction. 
And indecd the very Religion, which he 
hath taught us, is of that holineſs, that ac- 
cording to the courſe of this wicked World 


* it naturally leads vs thereintos. * And 
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how then can it be ſaid, that any thing of 
worldly intereſt can be contained either in 
this Rel/zgzon, or thoſe holy Books in which 
it is written ? 

I cannot deny, that there are fome Men 
ſo crafty and cunning in purſuing their 
intereſt, that it ſhall not eaſily be diſcer- 
ned in the Means what it is which they 
drive at for their End. But how great a 
compaſs ſoever ſuch may fetch about to 
the point which they aim at, cr in what 
by and ſecret paths ſoever they make for- 


| ward towards it, yet if the Means, which 


they make uſe of, have any tendency 
thither, they can never be ſo totally 
blended, but there will always appear in 
them enough of the End to make the dif- 
covery to any accurate obſerver, and at 
length when the plot grows ripe for Exe- 
cution, and the deſigner begins to offer 
at the putting himſelf in poſſeſſion of 
| D what 
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what he propoſed ( as all ſuch deſigners 
muſt at laſt) the whole ſcene muſt then 
be laid open, and every one will be able 
to ſee thereinto. And therefore if you 
will have it that the Holy Apoſtles and 
Evangeliſts, who were the firſt penners 
of the New Teſtament, were ſuch cunning 
and crafty men, as to be able thus art- 
fully xo conceal their deſigns in thoſe 
Books, which you ſuppoſe they wrote of 
purpoſe to promote them ( which cannot 
reaſonably be imagin'd of men of their 
education and condition in the World, 
they being all, except St. Paul and St. Luke, 
of the meaneſt occupations among the 
people, and totally unlearned) yer it they 
contrived thoſe Books with any tendency 
towards thoſe deſigns ( and it cannot be 
conceived how otherwile they could help 


forward to the obtaining of them) it is | 


impoſſible, they could thus have paſſed 
thorough ſo many ages, and all the ſtri&t 
examinations of Heathens, Jews, Atheiſts, 
and a!l other Adverlſaries, who have fo 
ſtrenuouſly endeavoured to overthrow 
their authority, and no diſcovery be made 


hereof, For ſuppoſing at firſt under the | 


mask of renouncing the world they might 
a while conceal their deſigns for the in- 
tereſt or ir ( which is the utmoſt you can 
fay in this caſe,) yet this could not laſt 
long : 


a ds DEL 
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long : For if this were all they deſigned by 


| teaching that holy Religion, and writing 


thoſe Books in which it 1s contained, ſome» 


time or other they muſt have put thoſe 


deſigns in Execution, otherwiſe they would 


{ have beenin vain laid ; ſometime or other 


they muſt have endeavoured by them to 
obtain what they aimed at, otherwiſe the 
whole projeftion of them would have 
been to no purpoſe ; and if they ever did 
ſo (as to be ſure they would, had this 
been their end ) then, as it happens in all 


| other ſtratagems of the like nature, with 
{ how much artifice foever they might con- 


ceal what they intended in the contri- 
vance, all at laſt muſt have come out in 
the Execution, and when they began to 
put themſelves in poſſeſſion of the end 
they aimed at, or at leaſt made any offer 
towards it, the whole cheat muſt then 
have been unmask'd, and every one would 
have been able to ſee into the depth there- 
of, But when did our Saviour, or any 
of his holy Apoſtles by  vertue of any of 
thoſe dodtrines delivered down unto us 
in che Books of the New Teſtament, ever 
put themſelves in poſſeſſion of any ſuch 
worldly intereſt? or when did they ever 
make the leaſt offer in order thereto? 
Have any of the ancient enemies of our 
holy Religion ( and it had bitter ones 
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cnovgh from the very beginning) ever 


recorded any ſuch againſt them? or have | 


any other ever ſince trom any good autho- 
rity, or any authority at all, ever been able 
to tax them herewith? or is it poſſible their 
names could have remained untainted of 
this charge amidſt ſo many Adverlaries, 
who have now for near Seventeen hundred 
years ſtood up in every age to oppole that 
holy Religion which they have delivered 
unto us, had they in the leaſt been guilty 
hereof? Nay, hath it been as much as 
ever faid of them, that they practiſed, as 
to this world, any otherwiſe than they 
taugl:t, or cver dealt with the intereſts 
of it in any other manner, than totally 
to renounce them? or had they at all 


any other portion in this life, than that | 


ot perſecution, affliction, and tribulation 
as it is foretold in thoſe holy Books that 
they ſhould? And what then can be a 
greater madnels, than to ſuppoſe that men 
ſhould lay ſuch a deep deſign, as that of 
inventing a new Religion, and undergo all 
that vaſt trouble and danger, which they 
did, to impoſe it on the world for the 
ſake of a worldly intereſt, and yet never 
put themſelves in poſſeſſion of that inte- 
reſt,or ever make the leaſt offer towards it? 

If you {ay that the whole end of the 
Religion was only to gain the party, => 
that 
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that the ſteps to the intereſt were to be 
made afterwards, I ſtill go on to ask, 
who can tell us, after the party was gaind, 
of any ſuch Neps that were ever made, 
or of any the leaſt offer tending thereto? 
Were not the firſt Chriſt;ans for many ages 
after the firſt founding of our faith, what 
they ought ſtill to be, men that uſed this 
world as if they uſed it not, who lived in 
it withour being of it, and did truly, what 
they vowed in their Baptiſm, renounce all 
the Pomps, and Vanities, and Luſts thereof, 
faithfully to obſerve that holy Law which 
they had receiv'd? Aad in this they per- 


ſever'd ſo ſteadily,that even 
their very enemies admit- 
ted the righteouſneſsof their 
lives, and (*) bore witneſs 
thereto, and the cruelleſt 
perſecutors could never 
beat them therefrom, but 
they ſtill went on in the 
obſervance of their holy 
Religion without having 
any other deſign therein, 
than to practiſe that righ- 
reouſneſs which it taught, 
and for three hundred years 
together ſtood firm thereto 
againſt all thoſe terrible 
D 3 


(*) Plinii Epiſt. 1ib. 10. Ep. 
97-- Hance fuiſſe ſummam wel cul. 
pe ſue velerroris quod effint ſolt- 
ti ftato die ante Lucem comvent« 
re, Carmengque Chriſto quaſe Deco 
dicere ſecum invicemſeque Sacr as 
went0 non in ſcelns aliquod ob/!rin- 
gere, ſed ne furta, n: latrocizin, 
ve adulteria committerent, ne ft- 
dem fallerent, ne depoſitum an3:1- 
lati abnegarent. In like man- 
ner they were alſo vindicated 
by Serenins Granianns, Procon- 
ful of 4fa,in his Epiſtle to the 
Emperour Adrian. Enuſeb. Hiſt. 
Eccleſiaſt. lib. 4. 6.8, & 9. By 
Antoninus Pius in his Epiſtle to 
the Commons of Aa. 7ulin 
Martyr Apol. 2. and even by the 
Heathen Oracles themſelves, 
Euſeb. in vita Conſtant ini lib. 2. 
E. FO, & Ti. 
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ſtorms of perſecution which were riſen | 


againſt them, ti!l at length by the holi- 
neſs of their lives, and the conſtancy of 
their ſufferings, they made a conqueſt over 
their very perſecutors, and brought over 
the World unto them. And are not our 
Principles ſtill the ſame, and alſo, thanks 
be to God, notwithſtanding the Corrupti- 
'ons of the preſent ag?, the pratice too 
of many thouſands {iill among us, who 
T doubt not will be ready to undergo the 
ſame ſufferings, thoſe primitive Chriſtians 
did, when ever God hall rry them for 
that holy Religion which they profets, as 


they now are to obſerve the righteouſneſs | 


thereof. But ſuppoſing this had been all 
otherwiſe, and the Mammon of this World 
and not the Righteouſnets of God were 


really the end for which our Religion was | 


deſigned, yet to renounce the World to 
gain a Party, and afterwards make uſe 
of this Party to gain the World, is a pro- 


jet ſo unfeaſible, that the former 'part of | 


it mult neceſiarily have overthrown the 
latter, whenever it had been attempted. 
For when men had been drawn over to a 
party under the ſpecious pretence of re- 
nouncing the World, and been inſtructed 
and firmly fixed in this principle, to make 
thoſe very ſame men afterwards to _ 
new 
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their turn for the gaining of a worldly 
intereſt would be to make their doqrine 
and their praftice ſo monſtrouſly inter- 
fere, as mult neceſfarily have broken all 
into pieces, and deſtroyed the whole de- 
ſign. Certainly, had they any ſuch de- 
ſign, they would never have thus pofle(- 
ſed their Diſciples with ſuch principles a- 
gainſt it by the Religzon which they taught 
them; and in that they did fo I think 
nothing can be a more evident Demon- 
ſtration, that they could never intend any 
ſuch end thereby. Mahomet knew well 
enough, this was not a way to carry 
what he deſigned, and theretore openly 
owned in his Religion, what he aimed at 
thereby and made his Law to ſpeak for 
that Empire and Luſt, which he defired 
to enjoy, and ſo when he had made his 
Religion to obtain, he gained by vertue 
thereof the whole which he projeted by 
it, and became poſſeſſed of the Empire of 
all Arabia for the gratifying of his 4m- - 
bitien, and as many Women as he pleaſed 
for the ſatisfying of his Ly, which were 
the two Ends he drove at in the whole 
Impoſture. And had Jeſus Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles any ſuch deſign in the Religion 
whieh they taught, they muſt in the ſeme 
manner have made their ReÞgion ſpeak 
D 4 for 
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for it, or elſe it could never have ſerved 
their purpoſe for the obtaining of it. And 
if their Religion had ever offer'd at any ſuch 
thing, it muſt neceſſarily have appeared in 
the Books in which it is written. | 

And 2dly. if they had been fo wicked, 
as thus to impoſe upon the World a falſe 
Religion for the promoting of their own 
intereſt, as that intereſt muſt have appeared 
in the contexture ol the Religzon it (elf, and 
in thoſe Books in which it is written, ſo al- 
ſo muſt their wickedneſs. For Words and 
Writings being the outward expreſſions of 
our inward conceptions, there is that con- 
neAion between them, that although 
the former may often diſguiſe the latter, 
they can never {o totally conceal them, 
but every accurate obſerver may ſtill be 
able through the one to penetrate into the 
other, and by what a man utters, whe- 
ther in ſpeech or writing, ſee what he is 
at the bottom, do what he can to prevent 
it. There are indeed ſome that can a&t 
the Hypocrite ſo cunningly, as to diſſem- 
ble the greateſt wickedneſs under words, 
writings and actions too that ſpeak the 
quite contrary. But this always is ſuch 
a force upon their inclinations, and ſo 
violent a bar upon their inward paſſions 
and deſires, that nature will frequently 
break 
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break through in ſpight of all art, and 
even ſpeak out the truth amidſt the ligh- 
eſt pretences to the contrary. And there 
is no Hypocrite, how cunningly ſoever 
he may act his part, but muſt this way 
very often betray himſelf. For wicked- 
nels being always uppermoſt in ſuch a 
Man's thoughts, and ever preſling for- 


| ward to break forth into expreſſion, it 


will frequently have its vent in what that 
Man ſpeaks, and in » hat he writes, do 
what he can to the contrary ; the care, 
caution and cunning of no Man in this 
cale being ſufficient rotally to prevent it. 
Furthermore, there is no Man thus wic- 
ked, that can have that knowledge of 
Righteouſneſs, as thoroughly to aCt it un- 
der the Mask with that exatnels, 'as he 
who is truly righteous, lives and ſpeaks 
it in reality. His want of experience in 
the practice, mult in this caſe lead him 
into a great many miſtakes and blunders 
in the imitation. And this is a thing 
which generally happens to all that a a 
part, but never more than in matters of 
Religion, in which are many Particulars 
ſo peculiar to the Righteous, as none are 
able to reach them, but thoſe only who 
are really ſuch. And ſuppoſing there 
were any that could, yet there wall o_ 
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be that difference between what is natu- 
ral and what is artificial, and between 
that which is true, real and ſincere, and 
that which is falſe, counterfeit and hypo- 
critical, that nothing is more eafie than 
for any one, that will attend ir, to diſcern 
the one from the other. And therefore 
were Feſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles ſuch 
perſons as this charge of Impoſture muſt 
ſuppoſe them to be, it's impoſſible , but 
that the Doqrines which they taught, 
and the Books which they wrote, muſt 
make the diſcovery ; and the New Teſta- 
ment would, as a ſtanding Record againſt 
them in this caſe, afford a multitude of 
inſtances to convit them hereof. That 
the A4lcoran doth fo as to Mahomet, no- 
thing is more evident ; a ſtrain of Rapine, 
Blocdſhed and Luſt running thorough the 
whole Book, which plainly proves the 
Author of it to be altogether ſuch a Man, 
as the charge of Tmpoſture muſt neceſha- 
rily ſuppoſe him to be. And were the 
firſt Founder of our holy Religion, or the 
Writers of thoſe Books, in which its Do- 
Aries are contained, ſuch Men as he, 


both their Do@rines and ther Books} 


would as evidently prove it againſt thern. 
Bur here I muſt again challenge you, and 
al-other the Adverſartes of our holy /Re- 


ligion, | 
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ligion, to ſhow us any one particular in it, 
that can give the leaſt foundation to ſuch 
a charge, any one word in all the Books 
of the Sw Teſtament, that can afford the 
leaſt umbrage or pretence thereto. Let 
what is written in them be tried by that 
which is rhe Touchſtone of all Relzgions, 
I mean that Religion of Nature and Rea- 
ſon, which God hath written in the hearts 
of every one of us from the firft Creati- 
on; and if it varies from it in any one 
particular, if it preſcribes any one thing, 
which may in the minuteſt circumftance 
thereof be contrary to its Righteouſneſs ; 
I will then acknowledge this to be'an ar- 
gument'againſt us, ſtrong enough to over- 
throw the whole Caufe, and make all 
things elſe that can be faid for it, totally 
inefteual to its ſupport. But it is fo far 
from having any ſuch flaw therein, that 
it is the perfeaeſt Law of Righteouſneſs, 
which was ever yet given unto Mankind, 
and both in commanding of Good, as well 
as in forbidding of Evil, vaſily exceeds all 
others'that went before it, and preſcribes 
much more to our-practice in both, than 


the wileſt and higheſt Moraliſt was ever 


able without it to reach in ſpeculation. 
For, 


1ſt. As 
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iſt, As to the forbidding of Evil, it is | 
ſo far from indulging, or in the leaſt al- | 


lowing us in any practice that favours 


hereof, that it is the only Law which is 


ſo perfeAly broad in the prohibition, as 
adequately to reach whatſoever may be 
Evil in the practice, and without any ex- 
ception , omiſſion, or defe@, abſolutely, 
fully, and thoroughly forbids unto us, 
whatſoever may have but the leaſt taint 


"I Cramp 


of corruption. therein ; and therefore ir | 
not only reſtrains all the Overt-ats of *! 


iniquity, but alſo every imagination of | 


the heart within, which in the lealt tends | 


thereto, and in its Precepts prohibits us 
not only the doing, or ſpeaking of Evil, 
but alſo the harbouring or receiving into 
our Minds the leaſt thought or deſire 
thereafter, whereby it ſo efteually pro- 
vides againſt all manner of iniquity, that 
it plucks it up out of every one of us by 
the very roots, and ſo makes the Man 
pure, and clean, and holy altogether, with- 
out allowing the leaſt ſavour of Evil to 


be remaining in him ; and every one of | 


us would be thoroughly ſuch, could we 


be but as perfe& in our Obedience to this ; 


Law, as it is perfetly given unto us. 
And, 


2dly. As 
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2dly. As to the commanding of Good, 
its preſcriptions are, That we imploy our 
Time, our Powers, and all other Talents 
intrulted with us to the beſt we are able, 
both to give Glory unto God, and alſo to 
ſhow Charity unto Men ; and this laſt 
not on'y to our Friends, Relations, and 
Benefactors, but in general to all Man- 
kind, even to our Enemies, and thoſe who 
deſpighttully uſe us and perlſecute us ; 
and hereby it advanceth us to that highth 
of perfeion in all holineſs and goodneſs, 
as to render us like the Angels of Light in 
our Service unto God, and like God him- 
ſelf in our Charity to Man. For it directs 
us in the ſame manner as the Angels to 
worſhip and ſerve our God to the utmoſt 
ability of our nature, and in the ſame 
manner as God to make our goodneſs to 
Men extend unto all without exception or 
reſerve, as far as they are capable of re- 
ceiving it from us. 
And can any Maa think it poſlible that 
a Religion, which ſo thoroughly and fully 
forbids all Evil, and in fo high and perfect 
a manner preſcribes us all Good, could 
ever be the product of a wicked mind 2? 
The fruit is too good to you from ſo 
corrupt a root, and the eftet vaſtly above 
the cfliciency of ſuch a cauſe ever to | 
uce 
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duce it. For can it poſflibly be imagin'd, 
that a wicked Man could either have in- 
clination to do fo much for the promo- 
ting of that —_ which all his 
paſſions and deſires ſo violently run coun- 
ter unto; or if he would, that ſuch an 
one could ever be ſo well acquainted with 
all the ways thereof, as fo exactly to pre- 
ſcribe them ? IF it be ſo difficult for ſuch 
an one to conceal his inclinations in his 
expreſſions ; if it be ſo hard for him, when 
he vents himſelf into Words or Writings, 
not to let looſe fomething in them of 
what he really is (as 1 have already 
ſhown) how can any copy be drawn from 
ſuch a Mind, but what muſt in ſome fea- 
ture or other reſemble the Original, or 
any thing at all proceed from thence, but 
what mult carry with it ſome favour of 
the iniquity thereof 2 Set but ſuch an one 
to write a Letter, and- he will ſcarce be 
able to do it without putting ſo much of 
his paſſions and his temper into it, as that 
we may read from thence what he is, as 
every Man's experience may tell him, that 
correſponds with ſuch ; and how much 
more then may we be aſſured will he lay 
himſelf open, when he hath the large 
{cope of a Book to expreſs himſelf in, 
and eſpecially when that book is of ſuch 
a nature, 
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a nature, as gives him the fulleſt occa- 
ion, and the moſt inviting opportunity 
ſo to do > And what book can be more 
ſuch, than that which is to propoſe a new 
Law to Mankind 2 In the writing of ſuch 
a book, if ever, certainly the wicked Man 
will ſhow himſelf, and in the fame man- 
ner, as Mahomet did, conform his Laws 
to his own inclinations, and preſcribe ſuch 
rules of living to others, as may beſt ju- 
ſtiffe him in thoſe which he himſelf tol- 
lows. And although he ſhould not in- 
tend any ſuch thing, though he ſhould 
not deſign ſo todo (and it is hard to ima- 
gine of ſuch a Man, that he ſhould not) 
yet at leaſt the prevailing bent of his paſ- 
ſions, and the corruption of his judgment, 
which always follows therefrom, muſt 
neceſſarily lead him thereinto, it being, 
morally ſpeaking, altogether impoſſible ; 
but that the wicked Man muſt appear in 
what the wicked Man doth, and the deeds, 
words, and writings which proceed from 
ſuch an one, muſt in fome meaſure ſavour 
of what he is. And therefore if there be 
nothing in the Law of our holy Religion 
(as I hope I have fully ſhown, that there 
is not) which can make the leaſt diſco- 
very of any ſuch thing, nothing that can 
afford the leaſt pretence for ſuch a charge 
againſt 


A Letter to the Deiſts. 


2gainſt it, where ſo large a ſcope is given 
for it ; this ſufficiently proves, that nei- 
ther the firſt Founder of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, nor thoſe who firſt wrote it in the 
Books of the New 7e/tament, in which we 
now have it, could poſſibly be wicked 
Men, and conſequently not ſuch mpo- 
ftors, as you would have them to be. 


But here I know it will be objected, 
that there is no neceſſity, that all 7mpo- 
ſtors ſhould be as wicked as Mahomet ; 
and therefore though Jeſus Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles were no ſuch wicked Perſons, yet 
however they may be ſti!l /mpoſtors for all 
that, For, firſt, it hath hapned that very 
juſt and good Men have had recourle to 
Impoſture to bring to paſs and eſtabliſh 
their moſt commendable deſigns, as we 
have an inſtance in Minos King of Crete, 
and another in Numa King of Rome, both 
which, to give the greater authority to 
their Laws, pretended to have had them 
by divine Revelation. And, ſecondly, you 
will ſay, it's poſſible, a Man may be an Im- 
poſtor by Enthuſiaſm, and miſtake, and 
falſely impoſe things for divine Revelati- 
0, not out of a wicked deſign to deceive 
others, but that he is really deceived here- 
in himſe!f. And it in rhele two Cales a 
Man 
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Man that is not wicked may be an n- 
poſtor, you will urge, That though Jeſus 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles were not wicked 
Men; yet this will not prove them not 
to have been mpoſtors, becaule it's poſlj- 
ble, that in one of theſe two Caſes they 
might have been ſuch, 


In order to the clearing of the firſt of 
theſe Objetions, I deſire you would con- 
ſider theſe Three following Particulars. 


I. That in every Religzon there are 
theſe two Parts to be obſerved, very di- 
ſtin&. from each other. 1. The Religion 
itſelf; And, 2. The Means whereby it 
is promoted, and propagated among, 
Men. 

2., When the Impoſture is only in the 
former of theſe two, and a true Re/igzon, 
or at leaſt one, that is really believed to 
be ſuch, is promoted by means of Impo- 
ſture; that is, by feigaing a divine Reve- 
lation, where there is none, or by coun- 
terfeiting Miracles, or by any other ſuch 
means tending to decetve Men thereinto ; 
this amounts to no higher than a pious 
fraud, which out of an over-hot and in- 
conſiderate zeal ſome Men have made uſe 
of for the promoting, of the beſt Ends. 
E And 
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And fach Men, for the ſake of ſuch Ends, 
may ſtill be denominated good and righ- 
teous in the main, how much ſoever they 
may have been out in making uſe of ſuch 
mearis to promote them. 

3. When the Zmpoſture is in the End, 
as well as in the Means; and not only 
the Revelation pretended, but alſo the Re- 
ligion it (elf is all falſe, counterfeit, and 
feigned 3 this amounts to ſuch an Tmpo- 
ſture, as is totally wicked without any 
mixture of good therein. In the former 
Cafe, where the Impoſtare is only in the 
Means, there is a good End deſigned, 
and therefore ſomething ſtill from whence 
the perſon ufing it may be denominated 
Good ; but where the impoſture is in both, 
it is Wickedneſs all over, without any 
thing at all in-it to exempt him from 
being perfectly wicked, that maketh 
uſe thereof. 


Which Particulars being premiſed, my 
Anſiver to the Objection is as follow- 


cth. 
x, I do acknowledge 


(*) Plato in Minoe & in 7 * 
ix, Dialogo deLegibus. Di- it to be relatet] by ( ) Ati 


onyſius Halicarnaſſeus, lib. 1. thors of good credit, that 
Strabo, lib, 16. Valerius Maxi- J{jgog Ring of Crete, when 


mus, hb. x. C. 2. he firſt framed the Laws of 


his 
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his Country; to give them the greater 
authority, uled to retire into a Cave on 
Mount Difa, and from thence to bring 
them forth to his Cretays, as if they had 
been there delivered to him by Fupiter : 
And that Numa, when he founded the 


Laws of Rome (+), practiſed the ſame art, (+) Plutarchus 


pretending to have received them from 
the Nymph Zgeria, that ſo he might pro- 


cure them to be received by the Romans us. lib. «, 


with the greater veneration. And by this 
device they both obtained their End in 
bringing very rude and barbarous People 
to ſubmit to thoſe good Orders and Rules, 
which they preſcribed for their living 
civilly, peaceably, and juſtly together. 
But this, although it were a fraud in the 
Means, yet as far as it related only to a 
political End, belongs to another matter, 
and doth not at all fall within that argu- 
ment of Religion, which we are now 
treating of. 

2. As to the Laws of Numa, Tacknow- 
ledge that they reached not only Matters 
of State, but thoſe of Religion alſo, and 
that the whole method of the old Roman 
Religion was regulated and ſtated by them; 
but that Numa founded any new Religion, 
is What I utterly deny. For Numa left 
no other Religzon behind him in Rome at 

| E 2 His 


+4J, 4 
49. a 


”"Y 
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his death, than that very ſame FHeathe- 
iſm, which he found there at his fir(t 
coming thither to be Xing. For the City 
having been then but newly founded, 
and the People made up of a Colleftion 
of the refuſe and ſcum of divers Nations 
there gathered together, they were as 
much out of order in matters of Religion, 
as in thoſe belonging to the Civil Govern» 
ment, and all that Numa did, when he 
came to reign over them, was to make 
Laws to regulate both ; and therefore, as 
he founded teveral wholſome Conſtituti- 
ons for the orderly governing of the State, 
ſo alſo did he for the regular worſhipping 
of the Gods then acknowledged among 
them, without making any eflential al- 
teration in the Religion afore practiſed by 
them. For had he done ſo, then the Religh 
04 of the Romans muſt have differed from 
the Religion of the other Cities of 7taly, 
which we find it did not, For they com- 
municated with each other in their Wor- 
ſhip, as they did alſo with the Greeks, 
And in truth the old Roman Religion was 
no other, than the Greek Heatheniſm, the 
ſame which was practiſed in Greece, and 
in all thoſe Countries which were plan- 
ted with Colonies from thence, as al- 
moſt all 7aly was at that time. And 
there 


athe- 
firſt 
City 
ided, 
tion 
tions 
e as 
1010n, 
Vern 
n he 
nake 
7e, as 
tuti- 
Yate, 
ping 
nong 
al al- 
d by 
elighs 
from 
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therefore the Romans, as well as the reſt 
of the Cities of 7raly, looked on Delphos 
as a principal place of their worſhip with 
the ſame veneration that the Greets did, 
and had frequent recourſe thither on Re- 
ligious accounts, as the Roman Hiſtories 
on many occaſions acquaint us. And 
this Religion Numa, while he lived among 
his Sabines, being accurately verſed in, 
and alſo a diligent praQticer of it, on his 
coming to Rome, and finding the Romans 
all out of order in that little which they 
had of it (for during the Reign of Romu- 
las, they minded little elſe but fighting, 
and therefore had not leaſure, or perchance 
any great regard, for this matter ) he not 
only inſtructed them more fully in it ac- 
cording as it was received in the Neigh- 
bouring Nations, but alſo framed ſeveral 
rules and conſtitutions for their more re- 
gular and orderly practice of it, which 
did no more make the old Zeatheniſm 
of the Romans to be a new Religion, than 
the body of Canons given us by King James 
the Firſt, for the more orderly regulating 
of our Worſhip and Diſcipline, makes our 
Religiona new Chriſtianity. Only Numa, the 
better to make his Conſtitutions to obtain 
among, thoſe barbarous people tor whom 
he made them, © EI8 to have been 
3 in- 
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inſtructed in them by a divine Perſon ; 
and in this he practiſed a pions fraud, bur 
was by no means guilty of ſuch an m- 
poſture as we are now treating of. For 
he taught them no new Relzgjoy, but only 
the very ſame Greek Heatheniſm, which he 
had received with the reſt of the People of 
Ttaly from their forefathers, and really be- 
lieved to be that very true Religion, where- 
by God was to be ſerved, and therefore 
notwithſtanding the deceit he made uſe 
of, he might from the end, which he pro» 
poſed and which he really effected thereby 
to the civilizing of a very barbarous ſort 
of people, be ſtill reckoned a juſt and 
good Man; and to give him his due, he 
really was one of the moſt excellent Per- 
ſonages of that age in which he lived, 
and firſt ſowed among the Romays the 
ſeeds of that vertue, with which they ſo 
eminently ſignalized themſelves for ſo 
many Ages after. Bur, 

3. Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles took on 
them not only to be Meſſewers ſent of 
God, but alfo to teach a new Religion to 
the World; and therefore, if they were 
Impoſtors, they muſt be fo in the fargeſt 
and fulleſt ſenſe, both in reſpe& of the 
Religion it (elf, as well as the means where- 
by they promoted it. And in this caſe 
there 
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there could be nothing to excuſe them 
from being altogether as wicked as I have 
alledged. Where the Re{gjon is true, or 
really believed fo to be, there is a pious 
iatention in the end, which may ſpeak 
ſome goodnels in him that uſeth fraud to 
promote it ; and ſuch a goodneſs, as great- 
ly exceeds the obliquity of the fault which 
he committed about it; and therefore, 
although he cannot on the account of the 
Good be excuſed from the Evil (for it is 
always a ſcandal to Religion to be promo- 
ted by Falſehood,) yet ſtill he muſt be 
reckoned more commendable from the 
one than faulty from the other; and in 
this caſe there will ftill be room enough 
left from the goodneſs of the End deſigned 
and the Piety of the intention to denomi- 
nate the Man good and righteous in the 
main, notwithſtanding the fault commit- 
ted in uſing ſuch means to bring it to 
eftet. But where the Religion is all For- 
gery and Falſehood, as well as the means 
of promoting it deceit and fraud, th2 Impo- 
flure then becomes 1o totally and perfectly 
wicked without the leaſt mixture of good 
therein, as muſt neceſſarily denominate 
the Authors and firſt Propagators of it to 
be perfeAly wicked allo, 


E 4 It 
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If you ſay, that ſuch a perfet /mpoſture 
as this can have any: good End, for the 
ſake whereof the Authors of it may be 
freed from that charge of Wickedneſs 
whichl lay upon them, that good End muſt 
be either the honour of God, or the benefit 
of Men. But how can God be more diſho- 
noured, than by a falſe Religion? or how 
can Men be more miſchievd than by 
having the praQtice of it impoſed on 
them, whereby they muſt thus conſtant- 
ly diſhonour, and conſequently offend 
and loſe the favour of him that made 
them? An Impoſture in this caſe hath that 
aggravation from the object it is about, 
as well as from the perfeion of iniquity 
which is in the at ; that ſuppoſing it 
could be made productive of anv good 
End, that good would be ſo vaſtly over- 
balanced by the Wickedneſs of the Means, 
that it would be of no weight in compa- 
riſon thereof, or at all avail to the render- 
ing of thoſe, that ſhall make uſe of it, 
leis wicked than I have faid. But when 
a Man can thus far proceed in Wickedneſs 
towards God, as to be the Author of con- 
ſtant diſhonour unto him in a falſe Wor- 
ſhip; and towards Men, as to enſnare 
them into all that miſchief, which muſt 
be conſequential hereto ; it muſt neceſſa- 


rily 
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rily imply ſuch a thorough diſregard of 
both, as every good intention in reſpect 
of either muſt be' inconſiſtent with. And 
therefore, if it be poſlible that ſuch a 
wicked Impoſture can ever be niade the 
Means to a good End, it is ſcarce to be 
conceived, how they who are ſo wicked, 
as to be the Authors of it, could ever in- 
tend any ſuch good thereby. 

But further, If the Authors of ſuch 
an Impoſture, as we are now treating 
of, can be leſs wicked, than I have 
ſaid, on the account of any good, which 
you pretend they 'may delign thereby, I 
defire-to know, among, what ſort of Men 
you will place them, while you thus plead 
their excuſe. For they muſt be one of 
thoſe three ; that is, either Atheiſts, 
Deiſts, or Believers of an inſtituted Reli- 
gion. 

1. If you fay they are Atheiſts, that 
word alone contains enough to prove 
them perfe&tly wicked, whatever can be _ 
faid to the contrary. It is indeed agree- 
able enough to the Principles of this ſort 
of Men, that ſuch an Impoſture, as we are 
treating of, may laudably be made uſe of 
to a good End. For they hold, that all 
Religion is nothing elſe but a device of 
Politicians to keep the World in awe. But 
if 
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if the Athei/t be the deviſer, what inten- 
tion of Good can the device carry there. 
with? None certainly towards God, ſince 
he utterly denies his Being ; or can it in 


this caſe have any towards Men, ſince by || 


denying him, for whoſe ſake it is that we 
are to do good to others, he caſts off there- 
with all the reaſon and obligation, which 
he hath, abſtraQive of his own intereſt, 
of doing any ſuch at all. All the good 
therefore, that ſuch an one can aim at, 
muſt totally center in himſelf to advance 
his own enjoyments and gratifie his own 
luſts in all thoſe things which his corrupt 
afteQions carry him after ; and to enjoy 
theſe without reſtraint of Laws or fear of 
punithment being that alone, which is the 
real and true cauſe that makes any Man 
deny that ſupreme and infinitely good and 
juſt Being, whom all things elle prove; 
whoever is an Atheiſt, muſt be perfetly 
wicked before he can be ſuch ; and what 
is there which can, while in that impie- 
ty, ever give him a better character after- 
wards ? 

2. If you ſay they are Deiffs, ſuch as 
you 'profeſs your ſelves to be, your main 
Principle is againſt all ;»/tit#ted Rehigion 
whatever, as if 'Gog were. diſhonoured, 
and Man injured by every thing-of this 
nature 
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nature practiſed among us ; and can you 
then think, that any who are thus per- 
ſuaded, can without being firſt corrupted 
to a great degree of Impiety, as well as 
Hypocriſie, ever become themſelves {© 
contrary to their own Sentiments, on any 
pretence whatſoever, the Authors and 
Teachers of ſuch a Religion among us? 

3- But if you place them among thoſe 
who are Believers of an inſtituted Keligion, 
they muſt aboliſh that which they believe 
to be true, before they can introduce that 
by Impoſture which they know to be falſe. 
And this muſt be the caſe of Jeſus Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, if they were ſuch Impo- 
flors as you hold them to be. For they 
were educated and brought up in the Jew- 
iſþ Religzon , which they believed to be 
from God, and the whole Tenour of the 
Religion which they taught ſuppoſeth it 
ſo to be; and that it was the only true 
way whereby God was to be worſhipped 
by them, till they delivered their new 
Revelations, which totally abokſhed this 
Religion, and eſlabliſhed the Chrztian in 
its ſtead ; and therefore it thoſe Revelati- 
os Were not true and real, as they pre- 
tended they were, but all forged and 
counterfeited by them, as you ſay, they 
muſt aboliſh a Religiov, which they be- 
lieved 
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lieved to be true, to make way for that, 
which they knew to be falſe, and there- 
by become wilfully and knowingly, ac- 
cording to their own belief, the Authors 
of leading Men from ſaving Truths, into 
damning Errours, to the utter deſtruction 
of their Souls for ever; and alſo of de- 
priving God of that acceptable Worſhip, 
whereby he was truly honoured according 
to his own appointment, to introduce in 
its ſtead a falſe ſuperſtition of their own 
deviſing, which muſt be conſtant diſho- 
nour unto him as long as practiſed among 
us. And if Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
were ſuch 1mpoſtors, as all this imports; 
and ſuch they muſt be, if they were Im- 
poſtors at all ; they mult be guilty of that 
impiety towards God, as well as that in- 
juſtice towards Men herein, as muſt ne- 
ceſſarily ſuppoſe them the wickedeſt of 
Men before they could arrive hereto; and 
therefore if they were not ſuch wicked 
Men, this abundantly demonſtrates, they 
could not be ſuch mpoſtors, as you 
charge them to be. 


As to the ſecond Objetion, That a 
Man may be an Jmpoſtor through Enthu- 
fiaſm and Miſtake, and falſely impoſe 
things for divine Reve/ations, not out of 
a wicked 
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2 wicked deſign to deceive others, but that 
he is herein really deceived himſelf; and 
that therefore there is no neceſſity, that 
all Impoſtors ſhould be ſuch wicked per- 
ſons, as [ have alledged ; my Anſwer here- 
tO Is, 

x. I do acknowledge that Enthu/taſns 
hath carried Men into very ſtrange con- 
ceits and extravagancies upon the tounda- 
tion of a Religion already eſtabliſhed, as 
we have inſiances enough hereof in the 


Anabaptiſts of Germany, the 
Quakers here with us, the 
(*) Bateniſts among the Ma- 
hometans, and in ſome of 
the Recluſes of the Church of 
Rome. But that Enthuftaſm 
could ever go ſo far, as to 
fanſie a divine Revelation 


(*) They were a ſort of Ms- 
hometan Enthuſiaſts in the Ezft, 
who followed the Lighe with- 
in them in the ſame manner as 
the Quakers with us, and there- 
fore were called Bateniſts from 
the Arabic word Baten, intue. 
And on this Principle did all 
the Villainies imaginable, pre- 
tending an impulſe thereto 


for the eſtabliſhing of a from this Light withis them. 


new Religion, and upon ſuch 
a fanſie propagate that Religion in the 
World, as if it came from God, is that 
which I cannot believe; and there is no 
inſtance, that F know of, that can be gi- 
ven hereof. Burt, 

2dly. Allowing it poſſible, this Ob- 
jeRion then, as applied to the caſe in 
hand, muſt ſuppoſe Jeſus Chri/t, and his 
Hpoſtles, to have been deceived by Enthu- 


fraſm 
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fiaſm into the Religion which they taught, 
and that therefore, although they were 
by no means ſuch wicked Men, as a wil- 
full /mpoſture muſt ſuppole them to be, 
yet ſtill they might be Impoſtors by mi- 
ſtake ; and being by Enthufraſm ſo tar de- 
Iuded, as to think that ro come to them 
from God by divine Revelation, which 
had no other birth, but from their own 
wild fancies, might preach it to Men as 
ſuch, not out of a wicked deſign to de- 
ceive, but that they were really herein 
deceived themſelves. But is it poſlible for 
any Man to conceive, that fo grave, ſo 
ſerious, and (o wiſely a framed Religion, 
as Chriſtianity is, could ever be the ſpawn 
of Enthufiaſm > Whatſoever is the pro- 
duct of that, uſeth ever to be like the Pa- 
rent, wild and extravagant in all its parts, 
often diſagreeing with all manner of Rea- 
ſon, and ofteti as much with it felf. But 
Chriſtianity is in all its parts as rational 
as it is good, giving us the juſteſt Notions 
of God, the beſt Precepts of our duty to- 
wards Him, and the exaReſt Rules of li- 
ving honeſtly and righteouſly with each 
other, and hath a thorough conformity 
to it ſelf in every particular of it; on 
which account it hath been approved and 


admired for the excellency of its compo- | 
| (ure, | 
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ſute, and the wiſdom of its conſtitutions, 
even by the beſt and wiſeſt of thoſe who 
never {bmitted thereto ; and therefore al- 
ways carries with it Marks and Evidences 
enough in the very Nature of it, ſuffici- 
ently to prove it vaſtly above the power 
of ſuch a Cauſe ever to produce it. 

3- The Founder and firſt Teathers of 
Chriſtianity gave ſuch evidences for the 
truth thereof, as Enthufiaſm could never 
produce. For can Enthufraſm raife the 
dead to life again, cure all manner of dif- 
cafes, and work ſuch other Miracles, as 
Chriſt and his Apoftles did ? Had they by 
Enthuſiaſm been miſtaken in'the DoQtrines 
which they taught, certainly God would 
never have | wrought fuch wonderfull 
Works by their hands, as give teſtimony 
thereto. 

4. Several of the principal Articles of 
our Faith depend upon ſuch matters of fa, 
as allow no Room for Exthufiaſm to take 
place'in them ; as that of the Reſurrettion 
of our Saviour from the dead, his Aſcer- 
fron into Heaven, and the deſcent of the 
Foly Ghoſt in the gift of Towgues, For 
in ſuch things as theſe, which Men fee 
with their eyes, and hear with their ears, 
and feel with their hands ( as one of the 


| Apoſtles did the very Wounds of our Savi- 


our 


A Letter to the Deiſts, 


our aſter his Reſarreftion ) no Enthuſiaſm If 
can ever lcad Men into a miſtake. For | © 
can it poſſibly be ſaid that it was only by | o 
| 

| 


Enthufiaſm that five hundred Men together | 
law Chriſt aſter he was riſen again from | ſyi 
the dead 2 or that it was by Enthuſi- | &** 
aſm that his Apoſtles ſaw him aſcend up | 
into Heaven from Mount Olivet in the pre- 
ſence of them all at noon-day 2 or that it 
was only by Enthuftaſm, that the ſame | 


Apoſtles on the day of Pentecoſt received | [ 
the gift of Tongues by the deſcent of the | Th: 
Floly Ghoſt upon them, lo as to be vert 
able to converſe with all the ſeveral | ac 
Nations then at Feruſalem in their own For 
Languages, without ever having learned | * lo 
any thing of them? To ſay that Men | ther 
could any way be miſtaken in ſuch things as 1 


LA 


as theſe, will be to deny the certainty of 

ſenſe, and overthrow the foundations of 3 £Y<r 
all manner of knowledge whatever. It hcati 
muſt therefore be ſaid as to theſe particu- 
lars, as it muſt alſo of all the Miracles of 
our Saviour, which give Teſtimony to 
the Dodrines which he taught, That his 

Apoſtles, who teſtified them unto the #32 ©c 
World, and upon the credit of them built ! withc 
up that Religzov which they delivered PA 0 
unto us, did either ſee them really done other 
as they relate, or they did not ſee them, 19Re d| 
] 


they 
; all m: 
exact 
ſent t 
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If they did ſee them, no Enthufraſm could 
| ever make them be miſtaken therein; and 
"| ifthey didnot, they mult be altogether as 
| bad Impoſlors, as Mahomet himſelf in teſti- 
: | ſying them unto us; and what but as 
- | great Wickednels as his could ever in- 
a duce them fo to do? 

4 SECT. IV. 

it 

1 4 TV. The next Mark of an /»poſture is, 
'e | That it muſt unavoidably contain in it ſe- 
ve || Veral palpable falſities, whereby may be 
af | made appear the falſity of all the reſt. 
_ For whoever invents a Lye, can never do 
od || it fo cunningly and knowingly, but (till 
hg there will be ſome flaw or other left in 


| it, which will expoſe it to a diſcovery ; 
! and no Man who frames an invention, can 
| ever ſecureit herefrom without two quali- 
It | fications, which no Man can have; arid 
they are, 1ſt. A thorough knowledge of 
all manner of Truths; And, 2dly. Such an 
exact memory, as can bring them all pre- 
ſent to his Mind, whenever there ſhall be 
an occaſion. For to make the Lye paſs 
alt | without contradiction, he muſt make it 
red {put on a ſeeming agreement with all 
lone {ther Truths whatever. And how can any 
_ do this without knowing all Truths, 
if F and 
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and haying them alſo all ready and pre- 

ſent in his mind to conſider them in order 

thereto? And ſince no Man is ſufficient 

for this, no Man is ſufficient ſo to frame 

a Lye, but he will always put ſomething 

or other into it, which will palpably prove 

it to be ſo. For if there be but any one 
known Truth in the whole ſcheme of Na- 
ture with which it interferes, this muſt 
make the diſcovery ; and there is no Man 
that  forgeth an mpoſture, but makes 
himſelf liable this way to be convicted 
of it. This is the method whereby we 
diſtipguiſh ſuppoſititious Aughors from 
thoſe which are genuine, and fabulous 
Writers. from true Z:ſfor:ans. For there 
is always ſomething in ſuch, which difa- 
grees from known Truths to make the dif- 
cavery, ſore flaw. always left in ſpighe 
of the utmoſt. care and forehght: of: the 
Forgerer, that. betrays the cheat. Thus 
Amnius's Impoſture of his Beroſus, Manetho 
and. Megaſthengs became detected, and: fo 
alſo, we know. the: Tuſcan Antiquities of 
Inghiramius to be a cheat of the like: na- 
tyre; And by the ſame rule is it-that- we 
receive Salluſt,T acitus-and Suetanins fon true 


Hiſtorians, and: reject others. as: Writers 


of Fables, and of no. authority. wathh us; 
And i& we examine the A/coran.ot- _ 
y 
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by the fame method, nothing can be 
more plainly convicted of Fal/ity and Im- 
fofftire, than' that muſt be by it. - For al- 


though in that Book he allows both the 
Old and the New Teſtament to be of divine 
authority,. yet ina multitude of inſtances 
Re differs from both: T nican not in mat- 
fers of Laib and Religjon , for here his de- 
Kg4ji-is to' differ; but in matters of faMand 
hiſtory, Which if once true, muſt ever- 


8; 


more be the ſame. They 
have fetch indeed to bring, 
him off, by ſaying that the 
Jews and the Chriſtians cor- 
rupted thoſe holy Books , 
and- therefore where he re- 
lates things otherwiſe than 
they do; he doth there re- 
{fore Truth; and not vary 
froci it, Bat certainly 
this will ndt hold, where, 
by a'very grols blunder, he 
makes the Vzrgin (*) Mary, 
the Mother of our Savs- 
of, to be the fame with 
Miriam, tlie Siſter of Moſes. 
For this would be to put 
the Goſpel ſo cloſe upon the 
heels of the Law, as to al- 
low no'time for the taking 
F 2 


(*) Alcoran, c. 3, where ob- 
ſerve, that through all that 
Chapter ih every place, where 
the French, and out of that the 
Enyg"iſh Tranſlation of the Alco- 
ran hath Joachim, in the Origi- 
nal Arabic it is Amran, and 
from thence this Chapter in the 
Origimel is called Surate'l Am- 
ren, 1.e, the Chapter of Amran. 
But in' both theſe Tranſlations 
it 1s called the Chapter of Joa- 
chira, For Mahomet miſtaking 
the /irgin Mary to be the ſame 
with :*riam; the Siſter of Moſer, 
makes Amran to be her Father. 
Bur Ryer, the French Tran/lator, 
very imprudently taking upon 
him to corre& the Impoſtor's 
blunder, puts Joachim 1n the 
place of Amran, and thereby 
gives us a falſe Verſion, where 
It 13 very material in order to 
the expoſing of that Impeſture 
to know the true. And the 
Engliſh Tranſlator follows him 
herein. 


place 
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place of this latter, before it would have 
been totally aboliſhed by the former. 
But which moſt diſcovers his /mpoſture, 
are the monſtrous Milakes, which he 
makes in the Moral part thereof. For 
he allows Fornication, and juſtifies Adul- 
tery by his Law, and makes War, Rapine 
and Slaughter to be the main part of the 
Religion which he taught ; which being 
contrary to the Nature of God, from 
whom he ſays he received it, and contrary 
to that Law of unalterable and eternal 
Truth, which he hath written in the hearts 
of all of us from the beginning ; the ob- 
vious Principles of every Mans reaſon 
convict him of falſchood herein, and 
thereby manifeſtly prove all the reſt to 
be nothing elſe, but an abominable Im- 
piety of his own invention. And were the 
Religion of Feſus Chriſt, as delivered to us 
in the New Teſtament, an Impoſture like 
this, it mult have the ſame flaws therein, 
that is, many falfities in matter of fad, 
and more in doctrine, and all his Frophe- 
cies would be without Truth in the Origi- 
nal, or Verification in the Event. And 
when you can make out any one of theſe 
particulars againſt it, then we will be 
ready to ſay the ſame thereof that you 
do, That all is Cheat and Impoſture, and 
no 


A Letter to the Deifts. 


no credit or faith is any longer to be gi- 
ven thereto. 

And 1ſt. as to the matters of fat con- 
tained in the Hiſtory of the New Teſtament 
whoever yet convicted any one of them 
of falſehood 2 or whoever as much as en- 
deavoured it in the age when the Books 
were firſt written, when the falſehood 
might have been beſt proved, had there 
been any ſuch in them, and the doing 
hereof would have ſo much ſerved the 
deſigas of thoſe bitter enemies of the 
Chriſtian Cauſe, who from the firſt did 
the utmoſt they could to ſuppreſs it? When 
Relations of matters of fa& paſs uncontra- 
dicted and uncontroull'd in the Age in 
which they were tranſlated, and among 
thoſe who thought themſelves greatly con- 
cerned to have them believed falſe, this 
muſt be taken for an undeniable argument 
of their truth. And this Argumeart the 
Hiſtory of the New Teſtament hath on its 
ſide in its fulleſt ſtrength. For the Books 
were written an4 publiſhed in the very 
age in which the things related in them 
were done, yet no one then ever contra- 
dicted or convicted of fallehood any one 
paſhge in them, though Chri/tianity had 
from the very beginning the Profeſſors of 
all other Religiovs in moſt bitter enmity 
tr q againſt 
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agaioſt jt, who would have been molt ready 
and glad fo to do, could they have found 
but the leaſt pretence for it. And had gny 
of thoſe Relations been falſe, there were 
then means enough undeniably to have 
convicted them of it. For thoſe things, 
which are related of Jeſus Chrift and his 
Apoſtler in the Hiſtory of the New Teſta: 
went, are not there (aid to have been done 
in Corners where none;were preſent to con» 
tradit them, but upon the apen Stage of 
the Warld, and many of them in the fight 
of thouſands; and therefore had they not 
been really done, or done otherwile than 
related, there could not have wanted wit- 
neſſes enough to make proof hereof. And 
moſt certainly thoſe who ſe bitterly op- 
paled Chriſtianity from the firſt would 
have found them out, and made uſe of 
their Teitimonijes to the utmoſt for the 
overthrowing of the Cauſe they ſo vio- 
lently oppoled, and had they done fo to 
be ſurc we ſhauld have had thoſe teſtimo- 
nics 1n the mouths of all its enemies ever 
ſjnce, For they would have yielded 
them the ſtrongeſt and the moſt prevail- 
ing argument they could poflibly have 
urged againſt it. The falſe proetenges of 
all other /»poſtors have been deteRted by 
thoſe who lived in their times, and the 
rue 
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true Hiſtory is given of them inſtead of 
the falſe oties which they gave of them- 
ſelves. And had Jeſus Chriſt and his Apo- 
Files been like Impoſtors, and the things 
related of them in the Books of the New 
Teſtament falſe and forged, it is not poſli- 
ble to conceive, eſpecially in the circum- 
ſtances above-mentioned, how they could 
have —_— the like diſcovery ; but cer- 
tainly in this caſe, amidſt ſomany witneſſes, 
who could have proved the falſehood, and 
fo many enemies who were eager to de- 
tedt it, all muſt have come out, and eve- 
ry falſe Narrative would have been ſhown 
to be ſuch, and the true one given in its 
ſtead, and we ſhould have heard enough 
hereof from the adverſaries of our holy Re- 
lizion thitough evety age ſifice. And that 
this was not done, when there was ſuch 
bitter oppoſition againſt the Chriſtian Re- 
lizzon frorm thi firſt propagating of ir, and 
if would have been fo itrong an argu- 
men «gainft it, can be aſſigned to no 
other cauſe, but that the things related 
were fo evidently and manifeſtly true, 
as not to afford the feaft pretence for the 
contrddifting of them. But this is not 
alf we have to fay in the caſe. For it 
hath ror onffy hapried char rione of thoſe 
matters of fx have ever been contra- 
F 4 diced, 


(*) Saturnal], 
Ib. 2. C. 4. 

(+) Vid: Chro- 
nicon Euſebu, 
& Origents 
contra Celſum 
livwum ſecun- 
dum, &TraCt 
ad Marthazum 
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dicted, or proved falſe by any of the firſt 
cnemies of Chriſtianity, who were beſt 
able to have done fo, had there been that 
Impoſture in them which you alledge ; but 
on the contrary many of them have been 
allowed true, and atteſted by them. For 
two of the moſt ſurprizing particulars 
related in the Goſpels are confirmed by 
the Teſtimony of Heathen Writers, I 
mean the murder of the Ianocents by Herod 
at Bethlehem, and the wonderfull Eclipſe 
of the San, which hapncd at the death of 
our Saviour, contrary to the nature of a 
Solar Fclipſe, when the Moon was in the 
Full (*). Macrobias tells us of the former 
and (+) Phlezon Trallianus of the latter. 
And that which is the moſt important 
part of all, and bears the greateſt Teſti- 
mony to the truth of the whole was al- 
lowed and acknowledged on all hands both 
by Jews and Heathens even in their bit- 
tereſt oppoſition againſt the Chri/tzan 
Cauſe, I mean the account which is given 
in thoſe ſacred Books of the Miracles of 
our Saviour. For both of them have 
vielded to the truth hereof ; only the 
Jews fay, that he wrought them by vir- 
tue of the 7 etragrainmaton, Or the ſacred 
Name Jehovah, ſtolen by him out of the 
Temple (wliici the ridiculouſneſs of the 
| Fable 
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Fable they relate concerning it ſufficienr- 
ly confutes) and the Heathens by Magic 
Art. And thereforc Philoſtratus and Hie- 
rocles finding no other way to overthrow 
the authority, which thoſe Miracles gave 
his Religion, confronted againſt him the 
Hiſtory of Apollonius Tyangus, whom 
they pretend by the ſame Art of Magic 
to have done as wonderlull things, and 
by this means endeavoured at leaſt to 
invalidate thoſe miraculous Works of his, 
which they could not deny. And, 

2dly. As to the Prophecies of our Savi- 
our, the truth of their event in every par- 
ticular proves the truth of him that pre- 
dicted them. For, did he not come from 
God, how could he have this wonderfull 
Knowledge, as thus to fore-tell things to 
come? Were he not of the Secrets of the 
Almighty, how could he fo certainly have 
fore-ſhown, what in after-times he would 
bring to paſs? If it were only by gueſs 
that he did fo, how poſſibly could all 
things ſo exactly fall out in the event, that 
nothing ſhould in the leaſt happen other- 
wiſe than as he predifted, eſpecially ſince 
2s to moſt of them it cannot be as much 
as ſaid, that there was any place for hu- 
mane ſagacity, or the leaſt probable con- 
jeure to help him to any fore-ſ{ight there- 
in? 
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in? For how improbable was it that the 
Religion which he taught ſhould, againſt 
the bent of the whole World, have made 
ſo great and ſpeedy progreſs therein, as 
he fore-told that it ſhould 2 or that ſuch 
inſtruments, as he imployed in this work, 
a company of poor, ignorant, and cort- 
temptible Fiſhermen, ſhould ever have 
been able to have effected it > Withour the 
extraordinary Providence of Go over- 
ruling the hearts, as well as the power 
of Men ; a thing in the ordinary courfe 
of humane affairs, ſo unlikely to ſucceed, 
could never have been brought to paſs; 
or could our Savioxr have any manner of 
ground from the nature of the thing, fo 
much as to gueſs at fo ſtrange art event, 
and therefore could never have fo punQu- 
ally foretold it; but that being ſent of God 
to begin this work, he foreknew all vhat he 
would do for the perfeAing of it. And 
the fame is to be faid of what he further 
predicted of this holy Religion as to its con- 
tinuance among us to the end of the 
World, of the calling of the Gentiles there: 
into, and the rejecting of the Jews, of 
ehe great caſamitics which ſhoald atrend 
that people ( as accordingly they have 
chrongh all Ages fince) and: partieufarly of 
that greatand terrible calamity, whicfi was 
to 
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to fall upon them in the deftruftion of Fe- 
ruſalew, and accordingly hapned about 
forty years after ; which he fo exactly 
fore-told, not only as to the time (for he 


ſaid it ſhould te before that (*) generati- (') Mat. c.24. 
on ſhould paſs away ) but alſo as to all * + 


other the moſt conſiderable circumſtances 
of it, that nothing can be a more exact 
and perfet Comment on the 24th. Chap- 
ter of St. Matthew, and thoſe other paſſa- 
ges in the Goſpels, where this diſmal de- 

rudtion is fore-told, than that Fliſtery of 
Joſephus, which gives us an account how 
it was brought to pals, And that part of 
the Prophecy, which relates to the final 
deſtruftion of the Temple, fore-telling , 
that one flene ſhould not be left upon ano- 
ther, hath been fo exactly yerified, thar 
notwithſtanding ſeveral attempts, which 
haye been made for the re-cedifying of ir, 
it could never be effected; no, not as far 
as the laying of one ſtone upon another 
in order thereto, even to this day. And 
when Fulian the Apoſtate, out of deſign to 
confront this Propheey, and give the 
lye thereto, imployed both the Power 
and the Treaſure of the Reman Empire for 
the re-building of it, ZZeeves it ſelf inter- 
poſted in an extraordinary manner to make 
good what he had prediQed to be the e- 

ſtabliſhed 
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ſabliſhed purpoſe of the Almighty, which 
nothing was able to alter, and by a mira- 
culous Fire deſtroyed the Work as faſt as 
it was built, and at length forced the Un- 
dertakers totally to deſiſt therefrom. For 
the truth whereof, I will not referr you 
to the Teſtimony of Socrates Scholaſticus, 
Sozomen, Chryſoſtom, or any other of the 
Chriſtian Writers, who relate it, but to one 
whom you cannot ſuſpect of ſerving the 
intereſt of the Chriſtzan Cauſe herein, he be- 
10g as much an Adverſary thereto as any of 
you; mean Ammianus Marcel/inus, who was 
an Heathen Writer, and then ſerved under 
Julian in his Wars in the Eaf?, at the ſame 
time when this hapned. His Words con- 
cerning it (176.23. c.1.) are as followeth--- 
Ambitioſum quondam apud Fieroſolymam 
Templum, quod poit multa & interneciva 
certamina, obſidente Veſpafiano poſteaque 
Tito, agre eff expugnatum, inſtaurare ſum- 
ptibus excogitabat immodicis, negotiumgque 
maturandum Alypio dederat Antiochenft, qui 
olim Britannos curaverat pro Prafetts, 
Cum itaque rei idem fortiter inſtaret Aly- 
pius, juvaretque Provincie Rettor, metu- 
endi globi flammarum prope fundamenta cre- 
bris aſſultibus erumpentes fecere locum, ex- 
uſtis aliquoties operantibus, inacceſſum, hoc- 
que modo Elemento deſtinatius repellente 
ceſſavit 


J 
= 


cc 


cc 


A 
yy 


A Letter to the Deiſts. 


ceſſavit inceptum : 1. e. © Julian having a 
* deſign ro re build with extraordinary 
* expence the Temple of Jeruſalem, for- 
merly a very ſtately Structure (which, 
* firſt Veſpaſtan, and after Titus, laying 
* fiege thereto, was, after many bloody 
Confliats, at length , with difficulty, 
taken and deſtroyed) committed the 
care of the buſineſs to Alypius the An- 
tiochian, who formerly had been Pro- 
« prefett of Britanny, to be with all 
&* ſpeed expedited by him. ' But while 
Alypius was diligently preſſing on the 
Work, and the Governour of the Pro- 
* vince helping him therein, dreadfull 
Balls of Fire breaking forth from the 
Foundations of the Building, did by 
their frequent Eruptions make the 
Place unacceſlible, the Workmen be- 
ing ſeveral times deſtroyed by the Fire, 
as they went to their Labour ; and 
by this means the Element (till per- 
ſilting as of purpoſe to obſtruct it, the 
* Work ceaſed.” And it hath never 
ſince been again attempted, even to this 
day ; nor is there now left the leaſt re» 
mainder of its Ruins, to ſhow ſo much as 
the Place where this Temple once ſtood? 
or have thoſe who Travel thither, any 0- 
cher Mark whereby to find it out, but the 
Maho- 
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Mahometan Moſque, erefted on the' fame 
Plat by Omar, the ſecond Succeſſour of 
Mahomet ; ard which hath now continu- 
ed for above' a thouſand: years to pollute 
with the: worſt of Superſtitions, chat ſa- 
cred Ground' on: whicl it was formerly 
built. Had our Savioxr been an Impoſtor, 
and fore-told all theſe things without any 
kmowledge of the Counſels of him'who 
was' to- bring! theny to' paſs, ſomerhing 
certainly myſt have hapned in rhe event 
of {o many particulars, as would have 
given the Lye to'his Predi&tions, and you 
rhe opportunity of convifting him there- 
of by plain matters of fa& falling out 
contrary to them: And although this 
could' not have been done at firlt, but 
poſiibly fach Prophecies as-theſe might 
have' impoſed for a while on* the: credu- 
liry of many ; yer we that have paſſed 
the' time of their completion, could' ne- 
ver be deceived” thereby'; but' by” the 
Event'muſt plainly know, Whether what 
It fore-told be true or falſe, and' from 
thence” Hiave'enough to make a judgment 
alſo of the truth of him that prediced 
them. And therefore had' our Saviour, 
like Mahomet, invented his Relig;ow'to de- 
cteive the World ; if he intended it ſhould 
have continued; he muſt have taken rhe 
lame 
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fame courſe that Mahome? did, and ne- 
ver ventured at any Prophecy at all, that 
he might not be confuted by the Event, 
and ſo loſe his whole deſign. If you an- 
(wer, That our Saviour tore-told future 
Events after the ſame manner, as the 
Phariſees faid he wrought his Miracles ; 
that is, by the Prince ot the Devils, you 
aſcribe that knowledge to the wicked one, 
which 1s above his reach to attain unto. 
The Oracles, which he gave in the Zea- 
then Temples, only prove him able to 
cheat Mankind with dubious and dark 
Aniwers, but never clearly to inform 
them of the future Purpoſes of the 4/- 
mighty. And indeed, how ever can it be 
imagind, that ſuch an accurſed one, as he 
that is caſt off at the greateſt diſtance 
from God ( who alone governs all the 
Works of his Creation, and. by the Wiſ- 
dom of liis.Providence orders every Event 
that attends them ) ſhould ever be ſo pri- 
vy. to lus Counſels, as to be able to fore- 
know. any thing that he determines con- 
cerning them ; unleſs it be, where he him- 
ſelf is imployed as an Executioner of his 
Juſtice to bring it to paſs. But all our 
Saviour's. Predittions were clear and fall, 
fore-telling things to come, in the ſame 
manner as //:{torians relate them _ 
patt, 
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paſt, without ambiguity in the words 
or perplexity in the matter, or the leaſt 
room left for evaſion or deceit in them, 
and were all as exactly fulfill d in their 
appointed time ; and we have the contt- 
nuance of his Goſpel, the ſpreading of it 
through all the Nations of the Earth, the 
rejection of the Fews, the calamities of 
thoſe people in a continued Exile, and the 
total deſtruQtion of their Temple, ſtand- 
ing Evidences hereof, cven to this day. 
And how could all this have ever hap- 
ned fo exatly, according to his Word, 
but that he was that holy and bleſſed 
One, who had the Connſels of the Al- 
mighty communicated unto him, and was 
ſent by Him on purpoſe to declare unto 
us as many of them, as were neceſſary 
for us to know, in order to the attaining 
of everlaſting life. And, 

zdly. As to the Dottrinal part of his 
Religion ; what can be more worthy of 
God, than the notions which he gives us 
of him, and the worſhip which he directs 
us to render unto him? and what more 
worthy of us and perfeCting of our nature 
than that Law for the conduct of our lives 
which he hath delivered unto us? and 
what can be more holy, pure, and per- 
fe&t than the Precepts thereof? Here the 
ſublimity 
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ſablimity and vaſt extent of the matter 
give ſcope large enough for the wileſt of 
Men to bewilder and loſe themſelves in 
errour and miſtake, and yet convince us 
but of any one ſuch in the whole extent 
of our Religion, and that alone ſhall be ſut- 
ficient to prove the /mpoſture, you would 
charge it with, and I will yield you all 
you would have for the ſake thereof. But 
it is ſo far herefrom, that I durſt make you 
your ſelves the judges, whether it delivers 
any thing elſe unto us of the nature and 
excellencies of God, but what the reaſon 
of every man (although barely that alone 
through that cloud of ignorance and errour 
which the Fall hath over-ſpread us with, 
could never clearly make the diſcovery) 
muſt now, when thus diſcover, ever juſti- 
fy and admire? whether it preſcribes us 
any one particular relating to his worſhip, 
but what is moſt agreeable to thoſe his 
excellencies? and whether the Precepts 
and Laws therein laid down unto us for the 
governing of our lives and converſations 
be any other, than what doall correſpond 
ſo' exactly with every thing which the 
rational ditates of our nature dire& us 
to, that they take them all in without 
omiſſion or defet, and improve them to 
the utmoſt without errour or miſtake _ 
G the 
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the leaſt circumſtance that belongs unto 
them 2 If you fay, that all this might be 
attained to by humane wiſdom and ſtudy ; 
I anſwer, ſuppoſing it could, yet looking 
on our Saviour barely as a Man, and his 
holy Apoſtles without any other aſſiſtance, 
than that of their own natural endow- 
ments, how poſſibly could they reach ſo 
high? To do this requires that vaſt com- 
paſs of knowledge in all the things of 
Nature, Law, and Morality, as it 1s not 
poſſible to conceive Men of their educa- 
tion and low imployments in the World 
could ever have arrived unto. If you 
examine what other Men have done by 
humane wiſdom and ſtudy only, you 
will find thoſe of the moſt elevated Genius 
and ſublimeſt Underſtanding could never 
with their utmoſt induſtry and ſearch 
attain unto what you ſuppole herein, or 
that the higheſt knowledge of Men could 
ever reach that perfecion in any of the 
particulars above-mentioned, in which the 
Goſpel of Feſus Chriſt delivers them unto 
us. For what blunders and abſurdities do 
the wiſeſt of the Philoſophers lay down 
coricerning the Deity > what errours and 
follies have they taught and praQuied 
concerning his worſhip? and what mu- 
ſtakes havc tchole, who exalted Morality 
to 
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to the' higheſt pitch among Men, made 
therein? Plato in his Common-wealth al- 
lowed the common ufe of Women. Ari- 
totle aſſerts it to be natural and juft for 
the Greeks ro make War upon the Barbart- 
ans for no orher reaſon but that they are 
fo, and both he and Tully place Revenge 
among their virtues. And whoever had 
vaſter capacities for humane knowledge, 
or ever went higher by the abilities of na- 
tural reaſon and underſtanding only in the 
ſearch thereof, than thoſe Men 2? Yet ſtill 
being no more than Men, they could not 
avoid putting ſomething of the infirmities 
of Man even into that, wherein they 
made appear their higheſt perfeftions, 
errour, miſtake and ignorance being ſo 
natural unto all of us, that neither the 
greateſt, the wiſe!t, nor the beſt among us 
can be totally free therefrom. And there- 
fore had Ehri/t and his Apoſtles no other 
help in the DoQtrines which they taught, 
but that which is humane, they mult alfoin 
like manner have put that which is humane 
thereinto, and the infirmities, miſtakes, and 
errours that attend humane nature would 
have appeared in all that they delivered 
unto us. But the dodtrines, which they 
taught, and the Books in which they de- 
livered them unto us being ſo torally free 
from all ſuch crrours and miſtakes, as 
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I have already ſhown that they are, this 
diredts us to look higher than Man for the 
Founder of this Holy Religion, and the 
Original Author of thoſe Books in which 
it 15. contained, and neceſſarily prove, 
that only he who is infinite in knowledge 
and infinite in all other perfe&tions could 
thus give us a Law {o exactly like himſelf, 
thoroughly perfect in the whole, and in- 
fallibly true in every particular thereof, 


S.8CZ. V. 


V. Another Mark of mpoſture is, That 
where-ever it is firſt propagated, it muſt 
be done by craft and fraud ; and this is 
natural to all manner of cheats. For the 
end of ſuch being to deceive, craft and 
fraud are the means whereby it is to be 
efteted. In this caſe a Lye muſt be made 
to go for a Truth, and an appearance for 
a reality ; and to compals this a great deal 
of Art muſt be made uſe of, both to dreſs 
up tle Cheat, that it may appear to 
be what it pretends, and alſo to caſt ſuch 
a miſt before the eyes of Men, that they 
may not ſee it to be otherwiſe, and that 
eſpecially where the cheat is an mpoſture 
in Religion, For whoever comes with a 
new Religion to be propoſed to the World, 
muſt find all men ſo far prejudiced and 
pre- 
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pre-polleſſed againſt it;as they are affeted 
to the ald. one they have before profefled, 
and therefore when Men are educated, or 
any otherwiſe fixed and ſetled in a Religt- 
on (and-all mankind are in ſome or other ) 
they are hot apt eaſily to forego it,-but ir 
mult be; ſomething more than ordinary 
that- muſt: bring them over to another 
contrary thereto. When the new Religion 
really comes from God ( as the Jewiſh Res 
ligion firſt, and after:the :Chritian did ) 
it - brings [its Credentials witli it, - the 
power. of . Miracles to make way for its 

receptien. ::. For when Men find the Om- 

nipotency. of God working with it, they : 
have from:thence ſufficient evidence given 

them from whom it comes, and there is 

need of. no:-other means to- induce them 

to: believe; but: that the Religion, which 

God 'dotht in fuch a manner own and at- 

teſt, - muſt} be from him. But where 

there is- gp: ſuch -power accompanying 

the jew Religion to gain credit thereto, 

the defe&t hereof: muſt -be made up by 

ſomewhat elſe to draw over the people to 
its - belief, and. this is that which muſt 
put all Impeſtors upon.crait and fraud in 
order to. the compaſling .of their ends. 
But that Feſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
made uſe of no ſuch. craft or fraud to in- 
duce Men into the belief of that holy Reli- 
| G 3 gion, 
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gion, which they taught, and confequent- 
ly could be no fuck /mpoſtors,” will be beſt 
made appear by going over alt:thoſe'ways 
of ctaſt and fraud, .which Mahbomet ſerved 
himſelf of, and, by ſhowing |you that 
none of them can-poſtibly be fid to have 
been praCtifſed by any of ther; i For Ma- 
homet being one of the crafticſb/cheats 
that 'ever fet up to impoſe a” falſe Rebi- 
gin 69. mankind, and the only perſon 
that ever \catried' on his wicked defipn 
with ſucceſs, you. may be ſure. he; left no 
Art or. Device unpradtifed, -which could 
poſſibly be made' uſe of with anyiadvan- 


tage for the compaſting-ob'it: 'Agdthere- 


fore by proving' mto you''thatinone of 


thoſe: methods of. craft and fraud; which 


were made uſe of for the firſtpropagating: 
of Mahometiſm, 'were ever IX 
firſt. preaching of .Chrifianity, iÞ ſhall ſufe 
ficiently prove that no-craft of fraudat all, 
whnch1sany way pra@icable dnfuckio&ea- 
ſions, can ever be chazged thereupon; For, 
x. Mahomet made uſe of all manner of 
inſnuation both with rich and- poor for 
the: gaining of their affe&tion,” thereby to 
gain them to his poſture alfb..' But our 
Saviour Chriſt, and his Apoſtles 'did quite 
the'contrary, freely | convineing all Men 
of their fins without having regard to any 
thing: elſe but the faithfull diſcharge ro 
tne 
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the Miffon on which they were ſent; 
which inſtead of reconciling Men to their 
perſons, provoked the World againſt them, 
and they ſufficiently experienced it from 
the ill ulage which they found therein. 

2, Mahomet, the eaſier to draw over 
the Arabians to his Party, indulged them 
by his. Law in all thoſe paſſions and cor- 
rupt affetions, which he found them 
ſtrongly addicted to, eſpecially thoſe of 
Laft and War, which thoſe Barbarians 
above all the Nations of the Earth were 
by. their natural inclinations moſt violent- 
ly carried after, and therefore he allows 
them a plorguty of wives, and a free uſe of 
their female ſlaves for the ſatisfying of their 
Luft, and makes it a main part of his Re- 
ligion. for them to fight againſt, plunder, 
and deſtroy all that would not be of it. 
But. Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles allowed 
no ſuch practices, but ftritly prohibited 
all manner of ſin, how much ſoever in 
reputation among men, even to the for- 
bidding' of many things till then allowed 
and: held. lawfull among thoſe who were 
called God's own people, and therefore 
inſtead of ſeeking the favour of Men by 
indulging them in their luſts and finfull 
practices, they laid - a much ſtriter- re- 
ſtraint upon them than was ever done 
before. 

G 4 zdly. Ma- 
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3dly. Mahomet, to pleaſe his Argbans, 
retained in the Religion which he taught 
them, moſt of thoſe Rites and Ceremonies, 
which they had been accuſtomed to un- 
der that which he-aboliſhed, and alſo rhe 
Temple of Mecca, * in 'which they were 
chiefly performed. Bat Feſus Chriſt with- 
out having any regard to the pleaſing of 
Men, aboliſhed both the 7emple and the 
Law, which the Jews were ſo bigotted 
unto, and alſo the total worſhipping of 
God by Sacrifices, without being at all 
influenced to the contrary by that extra- 
vagant fondneſs, - which he knew the 
whole World had then for them. 

4. Mahomet, when he foujid any of his 
new Laws not ſo well to ſerve his' turn, 
craftily ſhifted the ſcene, and brought 
them about to his purpoſe by ſuch'altera- 
tions, as would beſt ſuit therewih'; and 
therefore when his making his ##3a'to- 
wards Jeruſalem did not ſo well pleaſe his 
Countrymen, he turned it about apain 
towards Mecca, and order'd all his Pilgri- 
mages thither, as in the time of their /do- 
latry. And the like changes he made in 
many other particulars according 'as he 
found his intereſt required. And this is 
that which every /mpeffor muſt do. For 
intereſt being the end, which all ſuch 

ai 


A-Letter to the Deiſts. 


aim at,. it is impoſſible that they - can ſo 
well lay their deſigns in order to it, 
but that emerging changes in the one will 
frequently require changes in the other 
alſo. - 'But Jeſs Chriſt never made, the 
leaſt alteration in any of the dodrines ar 
precepts -wWhich he ' delivered, but what 
he firſt tavght both he and his Dilciples 
immutably perſiſted in without at all re- 
garding how violently all the intereſts of 
the World ran counter againſt them here- 
in. And what can be a more certain evi- 
dence, that none ſuch was the. bottom 
which ey were built upon. ..._. 

5. Mahomet under pain of death forbad 
all manner of Diſputes about his Religion, 
and-'nothing could be a wiſer courle to 
prevent” its follies and abſurdities from 
being deteted and expoſed. For they 
being ſuch” as could never ſtand the trial 
of a rational Examination, they muſt all 
have ſoon been exploded, had every man 
been allowed the free uſe of his reaſon to 
inquire into them. But Chri/? and. his 
Apoſtles dire the quite contrary courle. 
For our Saviour bids the Jews ſearch the 
Scriptures for the trial of thoſe truths 
which he taught them, ( Fohx 5.w. 39. ) 
And the Noble Bereans are commended, 


that they did ſo, before they would re- 


ceive 
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ceive thoſe dofrines of the Chriſtian Rel 
gion, which were preached unto them, 
As 17.v.1t. And St. Pal gives us this 
general rule, firſt to prove or try all 
things, and then to hold faſt that only 
which we find to be good, 1 Theſſ.5.v.21. 
It is only errour and falſehood that deſires 
to ſhelter it ſelf in the dark, and dares not 
expoſe it ſelf to an open view and trial. 
But Truth being always certain of its 
own ſtability, makes uſe of no art to ſup- 
port it ſelf, but dares venture itſelf abroad 
on its own foundation only, and. boldly 
offers itſelf ro'every Man's ſearch ; and 
the more it is ſifted and examined into, 
the more'bright and. refulgent will. it al- 
ways appear. And fince Chriſtianity from 
the firſt ever took this courſe, (as it Qill 
doth where-ever -purely profeſſed ) and 
inftead of protlbgng Diſputes about it, 
invites all Men to. ſearch and examine 
thereinto ; this ſufficiently argues, how 
certain the firſt Teachers of it were of its 
Truth, and that no Cheat or:Tmpeſtare 
could ever be intended thereby. 

'6. Mahomet made choice of a People 
firft'to propagate his Impe/ture. amang , 
who were of afl Men moft futed to: re- 
ceive, it; and” that on two accounts: 
x: Becauſe of the indifferency which they 
were 


A Letter to the Deiſts. 


were then growrs to as to any 'Relrgor 
all; And, 2. Becauſe of the'preat ig- 
goxanee they were -in of - aff 'manner of 
Lentning at that time, when he firſt vent- 
6 his Forgeries among them, there being 
then'but only ene Man among ll the [n- 
kabitzmts of Meced that could either write 
or read. For who-are more fr to be int- 
poſad-on, than the tgnorant{ and who 
cah be - more cafe 'to recetve- a new Rely. 
gi0#; thary thoſe who are not pre-poſſeffed 
with any other to prejudice them againſt 
it ?' \- The Papifts, who, next Miloues 
have the- greateſt elwim to Pnpoffure, as 
to thoſe errouts” which they texchs 'very 
well underſtand how ſuch + Cavfe is to be 
ſerved by borh' theſe Particylarg ;' and 
therefore make ir their-buſinefs, as much 
as they can, ta keep their owh People in 
ignorance, and' pervert all thoſe they call 
Ftv etleks to Atheiſm and Tefidelity, that 
ſo-having no Revigion at all, they imay be 
the better prepared again to regeive theirs. 
And: that- there ate fo many ' Atheiſts 
now among vs, tis too welt known, how 
nuch 4t is owing to this their Z7217/þ ar- 
tifce” againſt us. - But all was/quite con». 
trary- as to thoſe whom Eh+z/# and his 4- 
podſites firſt preached-our boty Religion un- 
to, 'Our Savior did not chuſe Inch ig- 
norant 


A Letter to the Deiſts. 


norant-Times to come among, us in, .0r. 4 
People. ſo. indifferent in Re/:gion, firſt to 
manifeſt himſelf unto. For the Jews were 
ſo far from being weary of that Religion, 
which they. had ſo long profeſſed, when 
he firſt 'appeared in his Mzſton among 
them, that they were then grown into:the 
contrary extreme ; a very extravagant bi- 
gottry and ſuperſtition concerning it; ſo 
that nothing . was more difficult, than to 
withdraw them from it; nor. could any 


thing be more offenſive to them, than an 


offer tending thereto; and ſo it continues 
with them,. even to this day. And the 
caſe was-not much otherwiſe as to all-the 
reſt of Mankind ; the Gentiles being;then 
grown. almoſt as tenacious of their 1dola- 
try, as the Jews of their.Law ; and Lears- 
ing was in that Age among both at the 
higheſt pitch, . that eyer it was in the 
World ;. and:conſequently, Men were. ne- 
ver leſs. diſpoſed, than at that time, to re- 
ceive a new Religion, or ever bettes able 
to defend their o!/d. And therefore had 
Chriſtianity been an Impoſture, it-could 


never have eſcaped in ſuch an Age as that, 


a full detetion, or ever have been.able 
to have born up againſt. it ; ſuch inquiſt- 
tive Heads and piercing.'Wits, as: were 
then in. the World , would have ſifted it 
to 
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to the bottom, dived into its deepeſt Se- 
crets, - and unravell'd and laid open the 
whole Plot, and the prejudiced World 
would immediately have cruſhed it to 
pieces thereon, -ſo that it ſhould never 
more have appeared among Mankind. 
But the truth of our holy Religion was 
ſuch, that it boldly offered it ſelf to this 
trial; and it ſeems to have choſen ſuch 
an Ape as tliis, firſt to come into the World 
of purpoſe to undergo it, that ſo ir might 
be the better juſtified thereby. And juſti- 
fied by it it was; for although it were 
oppoſed by the utmoſt Violence. of the 
prejudiced World, they could get no 
ground of it ; though it were thorough- 
ly examined and diligently ſearched into 
by the. acuteſt and ſubtileſt Wits of thoſe 
Ages in which it firſt appeared, they could 
never diſcover any fraud, or make out the 
leaſt flaw therein ; but in ſpight of both 
it triumphed by its own naked Truth on- 
ly over all manner of oppoſition, and by 
God's Mercy continues {till ſo to do, even 
to this day. That a cheat and a fraud 
in a thing of this nature ſhould be impo- 
fed on Men totally ignorant and illiterate, 
or that ſuch as they, when void of all man- 
ner of Religion, (as the Men of Mecca for 
the moſt part were when Mahomet began 

his 


A Letter to the Deilts. 


his /mpofture among them ) ſhould be eafie 
to imbrace a new one, 1s-no hard matter 
10 conceive ; but that an mpoſture ſhould 
be received, and obtain ſuch -prevalency 
over Men in ſo learned and diſcerning an 
Age, as that wherein Chriſtzanzty firft ap- 
peared in the World, or that they who 
were then fo zealouſly addiQted tothe Re- 
digion, they had been educated in, whe- 
ther Jews or Gentiles ſhould cver have 
been induced to forſake it for a new one, 
founded-only on cheat and fraud, is what, 
morally ſpeaking, we may very well rec- 
kon 1mpoſlible. 

7. Mahomet offered at no Prophecies, 
that he might not run the hazard of be- 
ing confuted by the Event. But Jeſus 
Chriſt delivered many clear and platn Pro- 
phecies, ſeveral of which reſpeQted that 
very Age in which he lived, and were all 
in their proper time as plainly verified by 
the completion of them. 

8. Mahomet offered at no Miracles in 
publick, although continually called up- 
on and provoked to it'by his oppoſers. 
For not being able to work any true ones 
he: would not hazard himfelf to a diſco- 
very by thote which were Counterfeit. 
And therefore all thoſe things which he 
would hayego for Miracles ; that is, his 
Converle 
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Converſe with the Avge! Gabrielhis Jaurney 
to Heaven, and the Armies of Angels thar 
helped him in his Batzles, are only re- 
lated by him as things ated behind the 
Curtain, of which there was no other 
witneſs but himfelf alone, and conſe- 
quently there could be no witneſs on the 
other {ide ever to contradit them. But 
Teſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles having the 
real power of working Miracles did 
them openly in the ſight of thouſands, 
where all manner of opportunity was 
given to cvery ſpeator to examine into 
them, and try whether they were true 
or no; and therefore had there been any 
cheat or fraud in them, it is not poſſible 
to conceive how they ſhould have eſcaped 
a diſcovery. And yet no ſuch diſcovery 
could ever be made, which was ſo con- 
vincing an argument of their truth and 
reality, that even the bittereſt enemies 
of our holy Religion from the firſt yielded 
in this particular, and both Jews and Hea- 
thens allowed all thole miraculous Works, 
which are related of our Saviour and his 
Apoſtles in the Books of the New Teſfta- 
mext to have been really and truly wrought 
by them, as hath been afore-obſerved. 
And indeed the evidence was too maniteſt 
to be denied, ſince thoſe very blind that - 
ceive 
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ceived their ſight, thoſe dumb rhat were 
enabled to ſpeak,' thoſe deaf that were re- 
ſtor'd totheir hearing, thoſe lame that were 
made to walk, and thoſe dead that were 
raiſed again to life, lived many years after 
to be as ſtanding Monuments of the truth 
of thoſe things, which no one could con- 
tradict. And therefore the Oppoſers of 
the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt have all along 
rather choſen to invalidate the authority 
ot thoſe Miracles, than deny the truth and 
reality of them. 

For they allowing the matters of fat 
object that there are other Powers lower 
than the divine, that are able to bring 
them to paſs; and therefore, although 
thole Works were wrought, they do 
not yet prove either the perſons or the 
doftrines which they tz2ught to come 
from God, and conſequently can give 
no ſuch evidence, as that which we inſiſt 
upon from them for the truth of that 
Religion which we profeſs; That others 
by Magick Art have done the ſame things ; 
That the: Scriptures themſelves tell us fo 
of Fannes, and Jambres, and Simon Magus'; 
and profane Writers of Apollo:us Tyanzns, 
Apuleias, and others ; that both Moſes and 
Feſus Chriſt. knew this very well, and 
therefore forewarned their Diſciples againſt 
it, 
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it, telling them that falſe Prophets ſhould 
ariſe, who ſhould ſhow ſigns and wonders 
to deceive, if poſſible, the very Ele; and 
that they ſhould take care not to hearken 
to them. And therefore, ſay they, it 
ſigns and wonders can be wrought by 
falſe Prophets, how can they be evidences 
for the true? Or how can we at all rely up- 
on them for the verifying of any doarine 
which they deliver unto us? Or it thoſe 
Miracles, which were wrought by them 
who are ſent of God, be only true Mira- 
cles, and all others falſe ones, how ſhall 
we diſtinguiſh the one from the other, ſo 
as by them to diſcern, whether the do- 
Arines be of God or no? 


But theſe Difficulties will be eaſily re- 
moved, and the Miracles of our Saviour 
and his Apoſtles, as they are allowed to 
be truly wrought by them ; fo allo will 
they as truly prove the Dodtrines which 
they taught to come from God, if you 
will but conſider theſe following Particu- 
lars, 

1. Miracles are works done, which 
are ſtrange and amazing to us, as being 
brought to paſs out of the ordinary road, 
and in a manner which we cannot com- 
prehend ; and theſe arc of two forts: 

H 1. Such 
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x. Such as exceed only the Power of Man 
to effket them; and theſe we call figns 
or wonders; And, 2. Such as exceed the 
Power of any created Being whatſo- 
ever; and theſe only are properly Mira- 
cles. 

2. Where-ever fuch Mzracles are wrought, 
as are of this laſt fort, God alone muſt be 
the Author of them ; and therefore, where- 
ever ſuch are founcl, they manifeſtly prove 
the Power of God co-operating with the 
Perſons, at whoſe word they are done ; 
and with whomſoever it doth thus co- 
operate, it neceſlarily demonſtrates their 
Miſſion from him, and puts ſuch an Au- 
thentick Seal to the Truth of the Do- 
Arines which they teach, as cannot be 
denied. 

3. Where-ever a creating Power 1s ne- 
ceſfary to the effect produced, or the ſta- 
ted Laws of Nature are altered, there it 
is certain none but God himſelf can be the 
Anthor of the Work done. For he alone is 
able to create; and he having created aJl 
things according to his infinite Wiſdom, 
and given to each their proper Effence and 
Operations, he allows none but himſelt 
to alter the Natures of them, or change 
that Courſe which he hath put them im- 
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4. But within the Laws and Powers of 
Nature, there are abundance of things, 
which excced the Power of Man to effect, 
and therefore ſeem as Miracles to us, 
which may be produced by other created 
Beings ; and thele are evil ſpirits as well 
as good. 

5. To the producing of theſe ettedts, 
evil ſpirits as well as good are enabled two 
manner of Ways: 1. By their greater 
Knowledge of the Powers of Nature ; 
And, 2. By the greater Agency which 
they have to apply them to effec. 
For, 

6. There are a multitude of things in 
Nature, that thoſe Spirits know the Na- 
ture of, which we do not. For their Abj- 
lities of knowing are vaſtly above ours, 
as not working by the dull Tools of Earth 
and Clay as we do, and their Experience 
exceedingly greater, as having known 
the Works of God from the beginning, 
and by long Obſervation pried deep into 
the Secrets of them. If a Chymiſt or a 
Mathematician, by his Skill in the Powers 
of Nature, can do many things, which to 
the ignorant and unlearned ſhall ſeem as 
Miracles, (as we often find ) how much 
more can thoſe knowing Spzrits do lo, 
whoſe Knowledge of the Powers of Na- 
H 2 ture 
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ture is vaſtly more above all ours put to- 
gether, than the higheſt and perfeRteſt of 
ours is above that of the moſt ignorant 
that lives among us. But, 

7. As thoſe Spirits have a vaſtly grea- 
ter Knowledge of the Powers of Nature 
than we can have, fo alſo have they a 
vaſtly greater Power to apply them to 
effte&t. For they are of a much greater 
agility in their motion, of a much finer 
ſubſtance to penetrate into things, and 
aQtuate them into operation ; and alſo of 
a much ſtronger agency or power to work, 
than we have, and which, no doubr, they 
are endowed more or leſs with, according 
to the different orders and degrees in 
which God hath created them; and by 
both theſe together , that is, their greater 
Knowledge of natural Cauſes, and their 
greater Power to apply them to effect, 
can they do a great many things within 
Nature's limits, which exceed all the Pow- 
ers of Men to effet, and ſeem as mira- 
culous and wonderfull unto us, when ever 
brought to pals. 

8. Good Spirits never work thoſe Mi- 
racles, but in ſubſerviency to the divine 
Will, as they are neceſlary for the effeQ- 
ing of thoſe things which God hath or- 
dained by their Miniſtry to bring to = 
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And to them thoſe Miracles mentioned in 
Scripture, which exceed not the Power 
of ſuch created Beings, may be referred 
as the immediate Authors of them; it 
not being likely rhat God would interpoſe 
his immediate Power, excepting only in 
ſuch caſes, as where there was need of it. 
For why ſhould the Lord himſelf put his 
hand to that work, which may as well be 
diſcharged by the Miniſtry of his Ser- 
vants 2 

9. Evil Spirits having in a great mea- 
ſure the ſame Knowledge of Natural Cau- 
ſes as the good, and the like Power to 
bring them to effe& can alſo work the 
like wonders, and by God are often per- 
mitted ſo to do, both for the trial of 
Men, and alſo for other good Cauſes, 
which to him of his infinite Wiſdom 
ſeem fitting; and we have a plain in- 
ſtance of it in the Caſe of Job. 

10, Evil Spirits have not only this 
Power of working the like Wonders, 
which Good Spirits do, but alſo another, 
which Good Spirits will never make uſe 
of ; that is, by juggle, deluſion, and de- 
ceit to imitate thoſe true and proper Mz- 
racles, which none but God himſelf can 
really effet. And thus by the deluſion 
of the Devil was a cheat put upon Saw 
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in the raiſing of Samuel to him from the 
dead: For really, to raiſe Samuel from 
the dead, none but God could ; and there- 
fore that appearance, which Saul ſaw. was 
no more than a falle aprearance, contri- 
ved by the Devil to put a cheat and de- 
luſion upon him. And of this fame tort 
may we reckon the Miracles which Jan- 
nes and Fambres wrought in imitation of 
Moſes. For to turn a Rod into a Serpent, 
and Water into Blood, or to caule Frogs 
to come up upon the Land (in which 
three Particulars they did the fame thing 
by their inchantments, that Moſes did by 
the hand of God ) are Works, which, if 
really done, require the creating Power 
to bring them to effect, which none but 
God hathi; and therefore in this caſe the 
Devil a&ed for them, not by his efte- 
ing, but only by his delucing Power. 
And ſuch Miracles the Scripture calls 
T2412 VatTes agn” Greyoar Te Salas ; 
1. e. Lying or falſe Miracles, which are not 
really wrought, but only made fo 10 appear 
by the juggle and deluſion of Satan. 

11. Thoſe cheats and deluſions of the 
Devil, whereby he imitates the true and 
real Miracles of God, which he cannot 
work, are only tranſient Effets, like 
thoſe of Jugglers upon a Stage , MM 
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ſuch as are laſting and permanent. And 
where the Effect is totally tranſient, God's 
Works are often fo far above the Dev! s 
Imitation ,- that even in theſe there w1i'l 
be ſtill a multitude of Particulars, where- 
in he can have no power, as much as by 
juggle or deluſion, to do any thing like 
unto them. 

12. Whatſoever /igns or wonders are 
wrought by Magicians or falſe Prophets, 
muſt be referred to one ot theſe two 
Heads ; that is, that they are either the 
Devil's Works, or the Devil's Deluſions ; 
and the Scriptures, which tell us of Ma- 
gicians and falſe Prophets working ſuch 
ſrgns and wonders, do in many places re- 
terr them hereto. 

13. Thoſe ſigns or wonders which are 
really wrought by the Devi/ and his Evil 
Spirits, are to be diſtinguiſhed from thoſe 
which are wrought by the Power of A4#- 
gels or Good Spirits, by theſe following 
Marks: «. That Angels or Good Spirits 
never work thoſe Wonders, but in ſubſer- 
viency to the Will of God, for the pro- 
moting of Truth and Righteouſneſs ; bur 
the Devil and his Evil Spirits only far 
the promoting of Errour and Wickedneſs. 
2. Angels or Gaod Spirits never co-operate 
in the produdtion of thoſe Wonders with 
H 4 any 
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any Prophet or Teacher, but ſuch only as 
being ſent of God, are good and righteous 
Perſons ; but the Devil and his Evil Spi- 
rits only with ſuch, as not being ſent of 
God, are Evil like themſelves. 3. Angels 
or Good Spirits never exert their Power 
to work theſe Wonders, but in things (c- 
rious and grave, whereby either the 
Good of Men or the Honour of God is 
promotes ; but the Devil and his Evil 
Spirits do it moſtly in things miſchie- 
vous both to God's Honour and Man's 
Good, or elſe in ſuch trivial and fooliſh 
matters, 45 are beneath God or his holy 
Angels to Le concerned in. And by the 
ſame Marks alſo may we diſtinguiſh God's 
Miracles from the Devil's Juggles, and 
thoi: wonderfull Works which the Hand 
of the Almighty really efteeth from thoſe 
falic Appearances, which the Devi/ makes 
in imitation of them to put a cheat and 
a deluſion upon us. Which Particulars 
being premiſed, the Anſwer to the fore- 
going Objections will be as followeth, 


1. Wedo acknowledge that abundance 
of very wonderfull Works may be effeted 
by Powers lower than the divine, and 
that not only by Good Spirits, but alſo 
by Evil. 
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2, That therefore ſuch Works alone 
are never ſufficient proof of a divine Miſ- 
fron, unleſs corroborated by fuch concur- 
ring circumſtances, as prove them not 
to be from Evil Spirits, but only from 


. Good, 


3. That where-ever ſuch wonderfull 
Works ore done at the word of a wicked 
Man, or to a wicked purpoſe, (2. e. cither 
to influence to a wicked practice, or to 
give credit to ſome falſe doQrine) or elſe 
in ſuch mean and trivial caſes as are be- 
neath the Majeſty of God, or his Mini- 
ſtring Spirits to be concerned in, there we 
may be ſure that he that doth thoſe Works, 
how much ſoever he may pretend to a di- 
vine Miſton, is only a falſe Prophet ; and 
that it is not by the Power of God or his 
Good Spirits, but only by the Power of 
the Devil and his Wicked Spirits that they 
are wrought; and againſt thoſe Wonders 
is it, and the Workers of them, that Mo- 
ſes warneth the Fews, and Jeſus Chriſt his 
Diſciples, that they ſhould be aware of 
them. 

4. Where they, who work thoſe Wor- 
ders, are holy and righteous Men, and 
do not teach any Dodrine contrary to the 
certain Ditates of Natural Religion, or the 
Revelations of God afore given unto us, ay 
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the Wonders which they work are in ſuch 
ſerious and grave Matters, as are not un- 
worthy of God, or his Miniſtring Spirits 
to be concerned in, there we have no rea- 
ſon to ſuſpeC Satay's Power in the effet- 
ing of them ; and therefore ſuch Works 
may, although not of themſelves alone, 
yet with theſe concurring circumſtances 
be ſurticient proof of the truth of any 
Doctrine which they give teſtimony un- 
to. For although they cannot be proved 
to be immediately from God, becauſe pro- 
duceable by inferiour 3eings; yet with 
theſe circumſtances accompanying them, 
they mult at leaſt appear to be the Works 
of his Miniſtring Spirits, who can bear 
teſtimony to nothing, but what is from 
God, whoſe Will they are in all things ſub- 
{ervient unto. 

5. As inch Works, which the Devz/ 
and his Evil Spirits can do, are not of 
ſelf-ſufficient proof to a divine Miſſion, 
ſo neither are ſuch which he can by 
juggle or delyfion imitate, becauſe Men 
may be deceived by the one as well as 
the other ; and therefore the ſame con- 
curring circumſtances are neceſſary to 
theſe alſo, and by the ſame Marks are 
they to be tried, whether they be of God, 


Or no. 


6. But 
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6. But where the Works are ſuch, as 
no created Being can either really pro- 
duce, or by juggle or deluſton imitate, 
there thoſe Worts do of themielves alone 
prove a dzvine Miſſion, 2rd give an au- 
thentick Seal of undeniable Truth to eve» 
ry Dodrine thus revealed unto us. 

7. Alchough therefore it ſhould be al- 
lowed, that fome of the Miracles, which 
Chrift and his Apoſtles wrought, might 
be produceable by Powers lower than the 
divine; yet ſince they who did them were 
moſt holy and righteous Perſons, and did 
not reach any Dectrine, contrary either to 
the DiQates of Natura! Religion, or the Re- 
velations of God afore given unto Men ; 
and the Miracles themielves were not in 
{uch mean and trivial cales, as are related 
of Apollonins Tyangus, and others like him ; 
with theſe circumſtances they ſufficiently 
appear to be, it not immediately from the 
hand of God, yet at leaſt from his Mini- 
ſtring Spirits, and their Works ; ſince all 
done in ſubſerviency to the divine Will, 
do as thoroughly prove a dzvine Miſſion, 
where-ever they evidently appear to be 
theirs, as thoſe of God himſelf. That 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles were moſt holy 
and righteous Perſons, and taught no 
Doctrine, which was in the leaſt contrary 
co 
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to the Dictates of Natural Religion, hath 
been afore ſhown ; and how far their Mi- 
racles were from being in mean and trivial 
matters, the Works themſelves make evi- 
dent : And it is as certain, that no Doctrine 
of theirs ever contradicted in the leaſt anv 
divine Revelation afore-given unto Men. 
For Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles every- 
where allow both the Law and the Pro- 
phets to be from God. Had they taught 
any thing which would have charged a 
falſehood on either, they muſt then in- 
deed have been faid to contradit divine 
Revelations afore-given, and would there- 
by have fallen under that charaQter and 
mark of falſe Prophets, which I have above 
laid down ; but they were ſo far from 
this, that the Law and the Prophets were 
the ground-work, which they tounded all 
their Dofrines upon. For the Law con- 
tained in 7ypes and Shadows. and the Pro- 
phets in their Prophecies and dark Sayings, 
what-ever the Goſpel hath in ſubſtance and 
reality ſince clearly delivered unto us, and 
laid down all that in the fir/# Rudiments, 
which Chriff and his Apoſtles afterwards 
built up into perfeftion in that holy Reli- 
gion, which they have given unto us. 
And therefore, although the Goſpel hath 
aboliſhed the Law, it was not by contra- 
dicting 
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diting or condemning it, but by per- 
feting and fulfilling it in that manner, 
as all the Prophets fore-ſhowed that it 
ſhould. 

8. But the Miracles of Jeſus Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles were moſt of them undeniably 
ſuch, as could not be produced but by 
the immediate hand of God himſelf, as 
neceſſarily requiring the creating Power to 
efte& them; and alſo of that permanency, 
as allowed no room for juggle or deluſion 
to take place in them. For what other 
Power but that of the Almighty could 
raiſe a Man, who had been tour days 
dead, again to life > Or what other hd, 
but that of the Creator himſelf, could 
make him ſee, who had been without the 
natural organs of Sight from his very 
birth? Or what but the ſame Power, which 
firſt formed Man of the duſt of the Earth, 
cou'd reſtore him in ſo many inſtances, 
as our Saviour and his Apoſtles did, to 
health and perfetion, when the very 
Parts and Veſſels neceſſary thereto were 
thoroughly periſhed; and in ſo miraculous 
a manner, with a word of their mouth, 
bring back total privations again to their 
former habits ? Or what craft of Satay can 
reach as much as to an imitation of ſuch 
wonderfull Works as thele, which left be- 
hind 
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hind them for many years after, cffedts of 
laſting permanency in the perſons cured, 
not only to be Monuments of things done, 
but allo undeniable evidences of the truth 
and reality of them ? It would Le too long 
to go over all the Miracles of this nature, 
which Chriſt and his holy Apoſtles did for 
the confirmation of thoſe holy Truths 
which they taught. Theſe already men- 
tioned are ſufficient to ſhow, that ſome of 
their Miracles at lea!t were ſuch, as are 
above the Poweis of all created Beings 
either to effet or imitate ; and therefore 
theſe certainly muſt be allowed to be from 
God alone without poſflibility of Imprſtare, 
deceit, or deluſion in them; and in that 
they are fo, they muſt neceſſarily prove 
the Miſſion of them, at whoſe word they 
were done, to be from him alſo, and con- 
{equently become a witneſs to the truth 
of every Doqtine delivered by them, as 
firm, certain, and infallible, as the Ve- 
racity of God himſelf, which can never 
err or deceive for ever. And ſo much 
of the fifth Mark of Impoſtare. 
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THETSs:- VI 


VI. No Impoſtare, when entruſted with 
many Conſpirators, can be long concealed. 
For what Plot or Conſpiracy have we ever 
known or heard of, which hath been thus 
managed, and hath not had ſome falſe 
Brother or other to diſcover it > efpeci- 
ally if there be any great Wickednels in- 
tended by it, or any great Danger attend- 
ing the execution of it (as moſtly is in 
ſuch deſigns.) For then if the thing ir 
ſelf doth not work the Conſcience into 
an abhorrence, the fear of the Conſe- 
quence may at leaſt deterr from it ; and 
it ſeldom fails but one of theſe two, in all 
ſuch caſes, drives ſome or other into a 
diſcovery ; and in this Age of Plots we 
have inſtances enough hereof. And what 
Plot ean be more wicked than to impoſe 
a falſe Religion upon Mankind ? and what 
can be more dangerous than to attempt 
it2 What hath been already ſaid, ſuffici- 
ently proves both theſe Particulars ; and 
therefore if the firſt planting of Chriſtia- 
wity were ſuch a Plot; certainly one of 
theſe two, that 1s, either the Wickedneſs, 
or the Danger, would have wrought ſome 
or other into a diſcoyefty of it, For they 
were 
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were not a few that were admitted there- 
into. They were at leaſt (*) foe hundred 
that were in that, which you muſt call 
tae greateſt ſecret of it ; I mean the Re- 
ſurredion of our Saviour from the dead : 
For that is the main Article of our holy 
Chriſtian Religion ; the truth of which 
proves all the reſt, and without which 
all the reſt muſt have fallen to the ground, 
and our whole Faith become (+ ) vain. And 
therefore had but any one of theſe five 
hundred, who are aſſerted to have been 
the Witneſſes of it, diſcovered the thing 
to have been only a Conſpiracy of Impo- 
ſlure between them, this diſcovery mult 
have laid open the whole deſign, and put 
a total end thereto. And were not the 
thing certainly true, which they atteſted, 
it is ſcarce to be conceived, but that ſome 
or other of them muſt have done fo. A- 
mong the twelve Apoſtles, one was found 
a Traytor to his Maſter ; and how much 
more then may we expe& that there 
ſhould have been one ſuch among frve 
bundred 2 and eſpecially in a caſe where 
all ought to have been ſo; that is, to dil- 
cover a Plot againſt the Souls of all Man- 
kind, and deliver the World from being 
impoſed on rhereby. Among ſo many 


it {carcc happens, but ſome or ather _ 
alle 
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falſe to the beſt Cauſe ; and how hard is 
it then to conceive, that in ſuch a num- 
ber none ſhould be found to betray the 
worſt? And can he call it any other than 
the worſt, if it be ſuch an /mpoſture, as 
you would have it to be 2 Were Chriſtia- 
nity really ſuch, and this DoCQtrine of the 
Reſurreftion of our Saviour totally the 
Forgery of thoſe who atteſted it, ſo many 
as five bandred could never have all kept 
the Secret ; or if they ſhould out of love 
to their own invention, or any ſelf-ends 
which they might have therein, be incli- 
ned ſo to do'; yet puniſhment, pain, and 
torture, uſe to extort the moſt hidden de- 
vices, and make the moſt obſtinate offen- 
ders, the cloſeſt deſigners, and the moſt 
reſerved plotters of, miſchief to come to a 
Confeſſion. And what puniſhments, what 
pains, what tortures did thoſe firſt Wit- 
neſſes of this main and fundamental Arti- 
cle of our Faith go thorough for the ſake 
of that Teſtimony which they did bear 
thereto? and yet did any one of them ever 
flinch from it 2 did any one of them ever 
retract, what he had atteſted concerning 
it * Prove but- this, and then you will 
ſay ſomething to make out the Charge, 
which you lay againſt it. Bur they were 
ſo far here-from, that they all perſiſted in 
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it to the laſt ; and not only fo, but were 
every one of rhem ready to 1ſhed their 
blood for a witneſs to the truth of what 
they aſſerted, and a great many of them 
aQually did. ſo, and ll the terrours, 
threats, and tortures of the Perfecutors 
were not able to deterr them herefrom. 
And what greater evidence then can there 
be given to any truth im the World, which 
depends upon matter of fat, than that 
which Chrifiantty hath from the Teſtimo» 
ny of thoſe Mon, in fogreat a number and 
ſuch a manner bearing witneſs thereto? 


S EC T7.  VI.. 


VII. The laſt Merk of an ImprBureis, 
That it can never be eftablifhed withott 
force and violence. For if tt hath wicked 
Men for its Authors, wortkdly Intereft for 
its End, Falſity and Errour for its Do- 
Qrines, and receives its Rife from the 
craft and fraud of its firſt Promoters, as 1 
have already ſhown, the fearch of the in- 
quiſtive will foon find it ont, and 'Man- 
kind will not long bear the /mpoſture, un- 
leſs they be over-raled by Violence, and 
have all ObjeRions againft it ' fllenced 
with the Sword at their Throats: Thes 
wes the Mcthod which Mahomet took to 
eſtabliſh rhat falſe Relrgion, which he -1 
vented, 
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vented. For he proſecured with War all 
that wonld not ſabrhit thereto, and made 
it 6 leſs than Death for any to gain-fay 
it, or as much as raife the leaft difpute 
apainſt xzny of the DoQrines of it. And 
without his doing this, the reaſon of all 
Mankind muft have appeared agaioft it, 
imd it could never tmve ſtood. And the 
Romanifts have learrt from him t6 take 
the fame courſe, as to thoſe DoQrines of 
Tmpoſture which they have ſuper-added to 
the Chriſtlar Ros Fot they. declare 
all thofe to be Hereicks, and proſecute 
them with Sword, Fire, and Figgor, that 
refuſe ro receive theth ; and thus by the 
Power of rheir Dragddns and their Inquif- 
170ns they have eſtabliſhed, and Ttill keep 
up thofe grofs ertotirs in their Church, 
which neither Reaſon for Religion can ever 
kipport, ard the ſame muſt be done as 
to all other falſities irnpoſed on mankind 
before they cah have any firm footing 
among thern. For it is only force and vio- 
tence, that can cram ſuch things down 
men's throats, which their reaſon and 
their jxdgment mu! ever renounce. The 


'unthinking multitude may for a while be 


cartied away by the cratt of the /mpoſtor 
and by the arts of Zypocrifie and Deluſion 
be thade caſte to ſwallow any forgery 
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that ſhall be offered unto them, but when 
the heat of the firſt zeal is over, and the 
matter comes to be examined into by rea- 
ſon, and coolly ſcanned through by the 
inquiſitive, mpoſture cannot ſtand the 
Teſt, but muſt ſoon be laid open, blaſted 
and exploded thereon. And - therefore 
unleſs 1t be accompanied with force to 
ſuppreſs this iniquity and hath power on 
its ſide to compell Men to acquieſce there- 
in, how much ſoever it may delude Men 
at firſt, it can never. obtain any -laſtin 

eſtabliſhment among them. And this hat 

been the caſe of all the /mpoſtors which 
have . ever yet appeared in the World 
without this power to back them, and 
how great progreſs ſoever any of them 


may have made in the firſt heat, they have 


all at length been deteRted, and exploded, 
and ſunk to nothing for want of this ſup- 
port on their ſide to keep them up. For 
nothing but truth can of it ſelf alone ſland 
the Teſt of ages upon its own bottom 
only. Falſchood anderrour are too weak 
for ſuch a Trial, and therefore unleſs ſup- 
ported by ſome external ſtrength and 
fenced thereby againſt all aſſaults of op- 
poſers they muſt neceſſarily fall to the 
ground and again come to nothing, and 
where education or the force of long re- 
ceived 
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ceived cuſtom is not ſtrong enough for 
this (and neither can in the firſt propaga- 
ting of an /mpoſture ) there the ſword 
mult come in to over-rule all, or nothing 
of this nature can be eſtabliſhed among 
Men. But Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles in- 
ſtead of making uſe of any ſuch force to 
eſtabliſh the Religion which they taughr, 
had all the force and powers of the World 
in oppoſition againſt it, and yet in ſpight 
of the World it at length prevailed over 
the World by the dint of its own truth 
only, and after having ſtood the aſſault 
of all manner of perſecutions, as well as 
other oppoſitions for three hundred years 
together carried the victory over the fier- 
ceſt of its enemies, and made the greateſt 
of them, even the Roman Emperours them- 
ſelves to ſubmit thereto, and all this 
while it had ſharpned againſt it, not on- 
ly the Sword of the Superiour Powers, but 
alſo the tongues of the ſlanderers, and the 
wits of all the learned of thoſe times. But 
how much ſoever it was oppreſſed by the 
firſt of theſe, blackned by the ſecond, 
and ſifted and ſearched into by the laſt, 
it ſtood all theſe Trials without loſing 
any thing thereby, but at laſt came our 
of them all, like Gold out of the Furnace, 
Kill of the ſame weight, fineneſs, and 
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purity, without recewing from that fire, 
which conſumeth all things elſe, the leaſt 
waſt or dimipution thereof. Had it been 
falſ and ewed its, Qriginal only to Deceit 
and impaſbyre, i would have needed alt 
thoſe means of Violenco for its eſtablith- 
ment and fupport, but fince it thus ſtood 
not only without them, bur alfo.in ſpighe 
of them; when alt armed on the adver- 
ſaries ſide for three Centuries together in 
bitter oppoſuzon again(t it, what greater 
argument can we have for the truth there- 
ot For can you thipk that FalſebooFand 
Impoſture could ever have held out with 
ſuch ſteady and unſhaken conſtancy for 
{o many years, as Chri/ſtiazity thus did? 
or that it is poſſible for any fore of Men 
ſo long to. have born all this for the fake 
of a Lye? Falſchaed can have no founda- 
tion for ſuch a Conftancy, or /mpoſtureany 
reaſon to.epgage Men thereto. The intereſt 
of this World is ever the bottom and foun« 
dation of all ſuch Forgerzes ; and therefore, 
as ſoon as; puniſhments, and perſeutions 
make it ta be no Man's interefk to be for 
them, they. ever fall of themſelves for 
want of that foundation on which they 
aforeſtood. But Chri/t;anity having eome 
into. the World contrary to all the inte- 
reſts ofis, and in its yery infancy thus = 
tne 
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the ſhock of all the powers thereof engaged 
in perſecution againſt it, as I have menti- 
oned; and not only fo, but alſo proſpered 
and became eſtabliſhed in the midit of 
the hotteſt aſſaults thereof, this plaialy 
ſhows that it had another kind of founda- 
tion- 02 which it was builr, a foundation 
of Truth and Righteouſneſs, and not only 
ſo, but a foundation that was hid and 
fix'd in fuch a manner by the hand: of Go 
himſelf as never to be ſhaken. For what 
truth of it ſelf alone could ever have made 
its way into the World in ſuch a man- 
ner as the Chriſt:an Religion did, or ever 
have gained againſt all the powers thereof 
ſucha prevalency over it without ſome ex- 
traordinary afliſtance conducting and help- 
ing it therein? The ſtrongeſt Truths we 
know are cruſhd by ſuch means of vio- 
lence, as that encountred with, and even 
firſt principles themſelves have been over- 
powered by them. And therefore that 
Chriſtianity ſhould thus enter the World, 
and thus from its firſt Entry bear upagainft 
fuch long and terrible Trials of perfecution 
and oppreſſion, as it met with, withour 
the leaſt flinching under them, muſt be 
owimg to fomewhat more than its own 
bare trath. And what but the hand of 
God himſelf backing and ftrengrhening it 
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in the conflict, could be ſufficient to give 
it ſuch a vitory therein? For that a few 
poor Fiſhermen, the Diſciples of a Cruci- 
fied Maſter, ſhould without power, learn- 
ing, or reputation, or any other of the 
intereſts, or favours of the world on their 
ſide, be able to introduce a new Religion 
into the World dire&tly oppoſite to all the 
intereſts, pleaſures, and prevailing hu- 
mours of it, as Chriſtianity then was, and 
that this Religzon in ſpight of all the po- 
wers, cunning, malice, and learning of 
the World joyned together in moſt fierce 
oppoſition, and bitter perſecution = 
it for three hundred years together ſhould 
not only bear up, but alſo at length pre- 
vail over the World, and ſubject the high- 
eſt powers therein to the obedience of its 
Laws 1s an event ſo ſtrange and wonder- 
tull, and morally ſpeaking ſo far above 
the poſſibility of all ordinary means to 
bring it to pals, as plainly manifeſteth 
the extraordinary working of God himſelf 
therein. And for my part had Chriſtian 
Religion no other Miracle to bear witneſs 
thereto, this alone would be Miracle 
enough to me ſufficiently to convince 
me of the truth thereof. At leaſt ſince 
it thus entered into the World, and thus 
became eſtabliſhed in it, itmuſt _—_ 
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ed to be fo far differing from an Impoſture 
in that method of violence which that 
needs for its eſtabliſhment, as to be totally 
oppoſite thereto, and in this particular (as 
I hope I have ſhown of all the reſt) not to 
have the leaſt mark or character thereof. 

And thus far having laid betore you all 
the obvious marks of Impoſture, and pro- 
ved that none of them can belong to 
Chriſtianity, | hope what hath been ſaid 
will ſufficiently inferr the concluſion”, 
which I have undertaken to make out 
unto you, That our Holy Chriſtian Reli- 
gion cannot be ſuch an /mpoſture, as you 
would have it to be, but really 1s that 
facred truth of God, which you are all 
bound to believe. 

It is too common with mankind to 
frame their judgments according to their 
inclinations, and upon very flight grounds 
haſtily to run away with idea's of things, 
when they correſpond with the prevail- 
ing bent of their ati{efions, which, when- 
ever put into a true light before them, 
muſt all appear to be falſe and wrong 
taken. And thisI reckon to be your caſe. 
Your inclinations ſtrongly leading you 
into Infidelity, you would fain have 
Chriſtianity be an Impoſture, and there- 
fore have over-caſily and haſtily bay on 
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duced on very weak grounds to believe 
it ſoto be. And that you may be unde- 
ceived in ſo dangerous and deſtruftive an 
errour, | have endeavoured in the eaſieſt 
and moſt familiar manner I could think of, 
to put this buſineſs in a true light before 
you. x, By letting you ſee what an /m- 
poſture is in that true pi@ture, which I have 
drawn of it in the Life of him who was 
really and truly ſuch an Inpoſtor, as you 
would have Jeſus Chriſt to be; And, 
2. By examining into the Marks and Pro- 
perties which naturally belong to every 
fuch [mpoſture, and ſhowing of each of 
them that they cannot belong to that ho- 
ly Religion which we profeſs. And T hope, 
when you have conſidered all this rho- 
youghly, you will fee how much you 
have been deceived in thoſe Opinions, 
which you have fo precipitately given up 
your {elves unto. | 

You cannot but be ſenſible how great 
the ſtreſs is, which we lay on this matter, 
and how very i! your caſe muſt be, if we 
are in the right and you in the wrong ; 
and therefore the thing is of ſufficient im- 
portance to deſerve your moft ſerious con- 
ſideration, and that in ſuch a manner as 
to make you lay aftde all thoie ground» 
leſs prejudices: and wrong byaſſs which 
may 


A Letter to the Deilts. 


may obſtrut an impartial inquiry ; and 
if you will be pleaſed, for the fake of your 
own Souls, to do thus much, I am con» 
tent to leave the ſucceſs of what I now 
offer unto you, to God's grace, and your 
own judgments. 

As to the particular reaſons which you 
may alledge for your disbelief of our he- 
ly Chriſtian Religion, whether they be Ob» 
jeRions drawn againſt it either from /7i- 
feory, I hiloſophy, or the inconſiſtencies w hich 
you imagine you find in the Books of holy 
Writ in which it is delivered down unta 
us, it is not my purpoſe now to enter in» 
to any Diſputes with you about them. 
That which I at preſent purpoſe, is not fo 
much to conſider thoſe premiſſes, as the 
Concluſion which you pretend to draw here» 
from, That Chriſtianity muſt rherefore be 
an Impoſture, and from the nature of ſuch 
an [npoſdure, and the nature of our holy 
Chriſh1an Religion haid in a true light, and 
eompered together with each other to evi- 
dence unto you the inconſiſtency of this 
Charge ; and if what I have now faid can 
be of any force to let you in to a clear 
fight of this matter, 1t will be totally 
needicfs for me to meddle any {o-ther. 
For alt thoſe Objetions, which you pre- 
rend to have been the particular Reaſons 
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of your Infidelity, have been already abun- 
dantly anſwered and confuted by others. 
But the opinion which you have conceit- 
ed that Chriſtianity is an Impoſture, having 
ſo far pre-poſſeſſed your judgment, as to 
influence it againſt all things of this na- 
ture that can be propoſed unto you, it 
will be in vain to offer any thing farther 
as to thoſe particulars, till this prejudice 
be removed; and were it once removed, 
what hath already been ſaid in anſwer to 
them, will be abundantly ſufficient to give 
you full fatisfation. Although this me- 
thod may ſeem illogical thus to aſſault the 
Concluſion without medling with the Pre- 
miſſes from which you pretend to have de- 
duced it; yet it 1s no other, than what 
you your ſelves have neceſſitated me unto 
- by taking up the Concluſion firſt, and the 
Premiſſes afterward. Had you indeed firſt 
began with thoſe Reaſons which you of- 
fer for your Infidelity, and been really by 
the conviction of them led into this Con- 
clufion, That Chriſtianity is an Impoſture, 
it would then have been proper and fit- 
ting that | ſhould have begun there too, 
and no otherwiſe have endeavoured to 
overthrow the Conclu/ron, but by firſt over- 
throwing the Premiſſes from whence you 
deduced it. But ſince it is well known 
that 
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that the Concluſron hath been of greater 
force with the moſt of you to make you 
aſſent to the Premiſſes, than the Premiſſes 
to prove the Conclufton ; and it 1s only the 
fond conceit you have taken up in com- 
pliance with ill company or worſe inclina- 
tions, that Chriſtianity muſt be an mpo= 
fture, that hath made any of thoſe argu- 
ments ſeem ſo concluſive with you, which 
are brought to prove it ; this makes it 
neceſſary for me to begin my endeavours 
for your conviction at that ſame point, 
where you firſt began your Infidelity, and 
to attack the Concluſion in the firſt place, 
before any ſucceſs can be expeRted to- 
wards the ſetting you right as to any 
thing elſe. For as long as you are wil- 
fully bent out of a meer fondneſs for In- 
fidelity to hold Chriſtianity to be an Im- 
poſture, this will make every Argument 
ſcem ſtrong to you that is brought to 
prove it, and every Solution infulfcient 
which is given thereto, and render all 
means for your Conviction utterly ineffe- 
tual unto you. And therefore this being 
in truth the firſt Errour which hath influ- 
enced your Mind to all the reſt, this muſt 
be firſt removed ; and if what I have ſaid 
can be of any force in order hereto, by 
letting you {ee how much you have been 
miſtaken 
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miſtaken herein, this T hope will remove 
that prejudice, which hath hindered yon 
from ſeeing the flirength of thofe Argu» 
ments, which have been already offered 
for your Conviction as to all other par- 
ticulars of that Infidelity which you have 
yiven up your ſelves unto, and make you 
clearly diſcern how tnuch you have been 
miſtaken in them atfo, and thereby be- 
come the means of deliveting your Souls 
from that terrible danger, which you ex- 
poſe them unto; the accomplifhing of 
which is the whole End, Scope, and Defrgn 
of the Diſcourſe, which I now offer unto 
ou. 
of Bnt here perchance it may be asked, 
and I think it reaſonable to give you (a- 
tisfaRtion herein, Why I have fet forth un- 
to you-an Tmpoſture by fo foul a pittare 
as that of Mahomet > And to this I have 
theſe two Anſwers to return : 1. Becauſe 
T have none other to do it by, Mahomer 
being the only Zmpoſtor, who could ever 
prevzil fo far, as to eſtabliſh his mpoſtare, 
and make it a ftanding Religion in the 
World; - and had it not gone fo far, it 
could not have been fuch an /mpoſture, as 
you would have Chriſtianity to be, or at 
all fit ro be compared with it in the Arpu- 
ment now before us. And, 2dly, = 
oul 
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foul ſoever the PiQture of Mahomet may 
be, we have no reaſon from the nature 
of the thing ever to imagine that arry 0» 
ther Impoſtor can have a fairer, till you 
bring us an inftance thereof. And theſe 
two I hope may be ſufficient to clear me 
from ating any way unfairly in this mat- 
ter, 23 if Þ had made choice of the Life of 
ſo wicked a perſon as Mahomet therein to 
picture ont an [mprſtare unto you only to 
make it appear in the fouleſt dreſs it is ca- 
pable of, the better to advantage thereby 
that Cauſe which IT handle. 

Burt to the firſt of thefe Anſwers, 1 
fore-fee this Objedtion will be made: If 
Mahomet be the only Impoſftor that ever 
eſtabliſhed his ſmpoffure in the World, 
how then hath it come to paſs, that there 
have been ſo many falſe Religions among 
Mankind 2 To which I reply, Not by In- 
poſture, {ach as Mahomet s was, and ſuch 
as Chriſtianity muſt be, if it be ſuch an 
Impoſtare as your charge againft it ſuppo- 
feth, bur by corruptions inſenſtbly grow- 
ing on from that Religzon, which was firſt 
true. The firſt Religion which God gave 
anto Man was that Natural Religion , 
which he imprinted on his very Nature, 
when he firſt created him, and as much of 
that as cſcaped that ruin, with —_ 
the 
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the fall overwhelmed him, was that where- 
by God was worſhipped and ſerved by 
him afterwards; only with this addition, 
That whereas Man in his innocency ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to God immediately of him- 
ſelf alone, and in his own Name, hecould 
never after his fall from it have any more 
acceſs unto him, but through a Mediator ; 
God's infinite purity and greatneſs on the 
one hand, and Man's infinite guilt and vile- 
neſs on the other after that fatal miſcarriage 
of our firſt parents did put them at fo vaſt 
a diſtance the one from the other, that in 
the nature of the thing there could be 
no other way thenceforth of maintaining 
any Communion between them; and 
therefore had not this way been found 
out 2gain to bring Man to God, he muſt 
totally have been eſtranged from him 
for ever after. But God of his infinite 
—_ having reſolved not thus to caſt 
us off, he appointed us a Mediator as ſoon 
as he had fallen, and promiſed to ſend him 
in his appointed time to take our Nature 
upon him, and therein pay down that 
.price of redemption for us; by virtue 
whereof, his Medzation ſhould always 
be ſufficient to obtain mercy, and par- 
don, and acceptance for us. And this is 
that which was meant by God's promiſing 
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immediately after the Fall, that the ſeed 
of the Woman ſhould Break the Serpent's head; 
which being farther explained by After- 
Revelations, the whole Religion of God's 
people after that was to offer up their Wor- 
ſhip unto him through hope in this Me- 
diator, and all the 7dolatry, Polytheiſm, 
and other falſe Worſhips which after aroſe 
in the Heathen World, were all by ſuch 
corrupt deviations therefrom, as the ſu- 
perſtitions of Men, the unfaithfull way 
of tranſmitting divine Revelations by tra- 
dition only, and the decay of all divine 
Knowledge, occaſioned thereby, in proceſs 
of time, introduced artiong them. For 
when Mankind began to encreaſe after 
the Flood, and they were taught from 
Noah their Forefather thus to worſhip God 
through hope in a Mediator, as the know- 
ledge of thoſe divine Truths which he 
delivered to them began to decay, and 
Superſtition to encreale among them, they 
began to determine themſelves to ſuch 
Mediators, as their own imaginations led 
them to phancy, and ſome choſe Angels 
and others Men deceaſed for this ns 
and in proceſs of time ereted Temples and 
Images unto them, and honoured them 
with divine Worſhip in order to render 
them the more helpfull and beneficent un- 
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to them. The: Babyloniavs or Chaldeans, 
who were the firſt formed State after the 
Flood, looked on Angels to have been the 
Mediators Gad had appointed, through 
whom they were. to come unto - him; 
and for this reaſon directed their Worſhip 
to the Sxx, and Moor, and the reſt of the 
Planets,, which they fanſied to be the 
Habitations, where \rhoſe Axgels: dwelt ; 
and alſo erected Images unto them, into 
which they reckoned their influence and 
divine. power did deſcend, and remain 
with them, when thoſe Luminaries them- 
ſelves were ſet and diſappeared in their 
Horizon, {o that their notion was to make 
their addreſles through the /mages to the 
Plazets, and through the Planets to the 
Angels that dwelt in them, and through 
the Angels to God himſelf, whom they 
acknowledged to be the one ſupreme 
Being, who was the Creater and Gover- 
our of all things. And this was the firſt 
[dolatrous Religion, which was eſtabliſhed 
in the World, and long prevailed over a 
great part of it, and is ſtill preſerved in 
the Eaſt among the Sef of the Sabians 
even to this day, But the Perftans not 
liking theWorthip of the Plavets by Images, 
would endure no other /ymbo/ to repreſent 
thoſe glorious Luminaries by, but fire =; 
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of which they reckoned them tobe Con- 
ſtituted; and therefore wherever they pre- 
vailed, they deſtroyed all mages out of 
the Temples, and placed fire in their ſtead: 
And from hence the Magi or the Wor- 
ſhippers of Fire had their Original. But 
from their having one Symbol, they ſpeedi- 
ly came to the aſſerting but of one Dezty 
repreſented by it, which they would have 
to be Light. and that of the mixture of 
this and Darkneſs all things in this World 
were compounded ; that Light was the 
c2uſe or principle of all Good, and Dark- 
eſs the cauſe or principle of all Evil; and 
therefore under the Symbol of Fire they 
worſhipped Light as their God, but de- 
teſted Darkneſs in the ſame manner as we 
do the Devil. And from hence Manes the 
Heretick had his two Principles, which 
he would have introduced into the Chr 
ſtian Religion. But above both theſe they 
acknowledged a ſupreme God, in reſpect 
of whom their God. Light, was but an 
inferior Deity, or a God Mediator, by 
whom they were to have acceſs unto 
him. And this Religion obtained through 
all Perfia, and other Parts on the Eaſt of 
it, and doth there remain even unto this 
day among the Perſees in India, and the 
Inhabitants of the Province of Kerman, 
KR 2 on 
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on the Southern Coaſt of Perfa. But the 
Practice of the Babylonians or Chaldeans 
in worſhipping their Gods Mediators by 
Tmages obtained in all the Weſtern Parts 
of the World. For they holding, that 
they were to have acceſs to God through 
Angels as their Mediators, and to the 
Angels through the Planets, and to the 
Planets through the Images which they 
erected to them, did give to thoſe /ma- 
ges the names of the Planets, and under 
thoſe names paid divine Worſhip unto 
them, which /dolatry paſling from Baby- 
lon or Chaldea into Arabia, and from 
thence to the Egyptians and Phenicians 
was by them carried into Greece, and 
from thence ſpread itſelf into - all Parts 
on this Weſtern-fide of the World, as that 
of the Magz did on the Eaſtern. For the 
chiet Gods of the Greeks, as well as the 
Names by which they were called, came 
from the Egyptians and Phwenicians, and 
were no more than the Images, by which 
the Babylonians worſhipped the Sun, Moon, 
and other Planets with the Names of 
thoſe Planets given unto them. After- 
ward indeed they added to their\inumber 
other Deities allo, which were originally 
either ſome of the fixed Stars, or elſe the 
Souls of Men departed, as of Bel or Belus 
among 
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among the Babylonians, Abraham and 7j- 
mael among the Arabians, Orus and Oft- 
ris among the Egyptians, Aſculapins and 
Hercules among the Greeks, and Romu- 
lus or Quirinus among, the Romans. For 
it early began a Cuſtom among all the 
Worſhippers of Images, as well Greeks as 
Barbarians to Deity Men departed,- rec- 
koning thoſe, who lived juſtly and righ- 
teouſly, or had made chemſelves eminent 
by any great and worthy Actions 1n this 
life, to have thoſe habitations allotted 
them in the Z7eavens above, where they 
were in a Capacity to be Medzators to 
God for them; and therefore they offered 
divine Worſhip to them as ſuch. And 
this was it which gave occaſion to fo ma- 
ny Apotheoſes's or Deifications among them, 
and ſo vaſtly encreaſed the number of 
their Gods in all the /dolatrous Parts of 
the World, and alſo the various Methods 
of Superſtition whereby they paid their 
Worſhip unto them. Yet they all till 
held to their notion of ove ſupreme God, 
and reckoned all the others to be no 
more than God's Mediators under him. 
And this ove God, whom they held to be 
made of none, and to be the Maker or 
Father of all things elſe that are, was a- 
mong the Chaldeans of old (as (till mr - 
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the Sabians, who are the remainder of 
them.) called Deus Deorum, and among 
the Arabs, Allah Taal, i. e. the high or 
ſupreme God ; and agreeable hereto, a- 
mong the Greeks, was there alſo their 
Tale av} cavle Davie ; 1.6. One a my oy 
God, who was the Father both of God's and 
Men. And thus far in 'anſwer to your 
Queſtion have I given you an account 
how all the falſe Religions in the Hea- 
then World had their Original ; and here- 
in I have been the longer for the ſake of 
two Reflections which are obvious for 
you to make hereon. 

7. That the Notion of a Mediator be- 
tween God and May was that which did 
run through all the Religions that ever 
were in the World, to the Coming of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and was the Fundamental Princi- 
ple which prevailed in every one of them 
as to all the Worſhip which was pra- 
Riſed in them, which could no other- 
wiſe become fo univerſal among Mankind 
but by a Tradition as univerſally delivered 
unto them. And what can better account 
both for this Tradition, and alſo the Vx4- 
wverfality of it, that what is dehivered nn- 
ro us in Scripture of our being deſcended 
from-one Common Parent, who on his 
Fall-from the favour of God having had 
this 
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this;promile of a Mediator made unto him, 
throygh whom we might be again recon- 
ciled' unto him, tran{mitted it to all his 
poſterity. 

2dly. That the miſtakes and errours 
about the Worſhip of God, and the Ser- 
vice we owe unto him, which Men are 
apt to run into, when left to thecondudt 
of their own light only, are monſtrous 
and endleſs, and therefore evidently de- 
monſtrate the neceſlity of divine Revela- 
tions, For if God doth expe from us an 
account of our Actions, it is neceflary he 
ſhould give us a Law for the rule of them ; 
and if the Law of our Reaſon alone bein- 
ſufficient for this (as.from the continual 
errours and endleſs abſurdities, which man- 
kind, when left to themſelves, have ever 
hitherto run into, it dorhevidently appear 
that it is:) this demonſtrably proves the 
neceſſity of another to ſupply irs defect, 


and that.in our cafe we muſt have a Revea-- 


led Religion as well as. a Natural, orel(e 
we can have no certain Knowledge of the 
Will of God, or any of thoſe duties of War- 
ſhip and Service which we are to perform 
towards him. And if this proves the Ne- 
ceflity of ſuch a Revealed Religion (as 1 
think it undeniably muſt to every one 
that believes God will account with us = 
waat 
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what we do;) all that I have farther to 
offer is, That you would thoroughly &- 
amine and conſider that holy Chriſtian 
Religion, which we profeſs, and compare 
it with all the other” Religions, that art in 
the World ; and if it do not apppear vaſt- 
ly above them all, the worthieſt of God 
for him to give unto us,'and the worthieſt 
us to:obſerve, and that not. only in 

of the honour given to him, but alſo-of the 
improvement and perfeftion brought to 
our own Nature thereby, I will be content 
that you ſhall then perſiſt to believe it 
an Impoſture, and, as ſuch, reje@ it for 
ever. 


Humphrey Prideaux. 
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